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CONDUCT 


OF THE 


Late Adminiſtration, &c. 


* H E reader will ſee in the 

A motto prefixed to this tract, 
the reaſons for undertaking 
it: the ſtate of the common- 
wealth is ſuch, whether we conſider 
he debt, the factions, and the vena- 
lty of the kingdom; or the little proſ- 
kc there is of finding another miniſter 
Who will oppoſe himſelf to the two lat- 
, for the ſake of alleviating the for- 
Kt; that it can no longer ſupport our 
B vices; 


— — Py 
— — — — — 


laid before the public, our opinions, and 


5 
vices; though it has ſtill perhaps 
ſtrength ſufficient to bear an application 
of the proper remedies. But thele re- 
medies cannot be hoped for 'till our 
former conduct, the motives, and the 
effects of it are generally underſtood, 
A perſuaſion that if theſe were fairly 


conſequently our meaſures would be 
altered; and that it is not even yet too 
late to retrieve, in ſome degree, the 
loſſes which the ſtate has ſuſtained while 
her intereſts have been neglected and 
ſacrificed, was the motive which pro- 
duced this publication: a motive which, 
if it does not give ſacceſs to the delign, 


will, it is hoped, carry with it an ex- 4 
cuſe for the attempt. For although * 
perſonal altercations and private feud Y 
have degraded the tribunal of the e Me 
the attention of which they have ſo long of 
engroſſed; yet the queſtions which ar bs 
peculiarly proper for its cognizance, 4 col 
thoſe which concern the honor, tht thr 
wealth or the /aſety of the communit); can 


and 
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11 
and eſpecially thoſe plans of foreign and 
domeſtic policy, which are purſued by 
thoſe to whom the intereſts of the ſtate 
are entruſted ; no introduction therefore 
or apology is neceſſary to a tract, which 
propoſes to enquire into the merit of 
thoſe meaſures which have lately been 
adopted by the late mmi/try, with regard 
to points of the greateſt importance to 


the empire, commerce and ſecurity of 


Great Britain, 

t were ever to be wiſhed that enqui- 
rics of this ſort could be made without 
deſcending to perſonal accuſations ; for 
the ſubjects are much leſſened when the 
reputations of particular men, the praiſe 
or cenſure of ſome mini/ter, becomes a 
conſiderable part of them. But on this 
oceaſion, it is feared that this reſerve is 


' impoſſible ; when we judge of the me- 


nts of meaſures, we neceſſarily judge 
of thoſe by whom they were planned 
and executed. If, however, in the 
courſe of the enquiry blame ſhall be 
thrown on particular perſons, the writer 
m truly ſay, that this was not in his 


B 2 firſt 


1 I 
firſt intention, and that it is only the 
neceſſary reſult of the ſubject he treats ; 
a ſubject of ſo much importance, that 
he has not ſuffered the diſlike which he 
feels in common with almoſt all man- 
kind to perſonal cenſure, to ſtiile that 
information which the public has a right 
- to receive upon a point which goes up 
to the very firſt principles of our conſti- 
tution, and involves in it queſtions up- 
on which the exiſtence of all govern- 
ment depends. The reader eatily ices 
that the ſubject I mean is the famp ct. 
This is the meaſure of the greateſt im- co 
portance, both in itſelf and in its con- th 
ſequences ; referring therefore the other 
plans of the year to ſome future hour, 
it is propoſed at preſent to examine the 
condutt of the miniſtry, with regard to 
this ach, from the the time at which 
they came into office, to that at which 
it was repealed. 

If this is done without partiality, the 
perſons whoſe conduct is examined will 
have no reaſon to complain; they eſpe- 


cially will have no reaſon to maple 
. 


4 


6, nl 


of being called to a public trial, who 
are perpetually aſſuring us that their de- 
light, their merit, and their ſupport is, 
that they poſſeſs entirely the favour of 
the public. To diſprove the truth of 
this aſſertion, nec enim (to uſe the words 
of Cicero) populum romanum eſſe illum 
puto, qui conſtat ex its qui mercede condu- 
cuntur, qui impelluntur ut vim afferant 
nagiſtratibus, ut objideant ſenatum ; and 
to ſhew by what arts they gained, for a 
ſhort time, the appearance of popula- 
rity, would be eaſy ; but it is of little 
conſequence in itſelf, and foreign to 
the preſent ſubject; the diſcuſſion of 
which will however determine (which 
$2 queſtion of more importance) whe- 
ther they have deſerved it. 

To decide on the merits of their con- 
duct, it is neceflary that the Hate of g 
fairs ſhould be known ; that the intelli- 
Fence received from America, the made 
ad the degree of the reſiſtance there 
made, the wiſhes of our friends, the g 
Jorts of the oppoſers, the conduct of our 
Mert, ſhould be ſtated ; eſpecially 


ES that 


no room for doubt; they conſiſt of . 


[ 10 ] 
that the inſtructiuns ſent by the miniſtry 
in conſequence of the informations they 
had received, ſhould be examined. Up- 
on theſe grounds this enquiry is con- 
ducted ; whenever a fact is aſſerted, the 
authorities for it are quoted or referred 
to; authorities ſo convincing as to leave 


ters, minutes of cquncils, inſtructionc, ad. 
vices, orders, tranſmitted to and from 
America, Tranſcripts of theſe are now 
in the poſſeſſion of ſo many perſons, and 
the power of conſulting them is in the 
reach of ſo many more, that the reader 
will not ſuſpe& any falſe quotation i 


attempted in circumſtances which ren- hy 
der the detection of it ſo very ay, w] 
Some of theſe are inſerted in the appel. to; 
dix; from others extracts only are made, Pa 
with references in the notes to the le be 
ters themſelves, and credit is taken from pre 
the exactneſs of them upon the ſam: ang 
ground; as well as for thoſe in which wh 
the names of the writers are omitted; vie 
the onlyreaſon of this omiſſion is to avoid cou 


the poſſibility of informing the Amr Whi 


ca 


(171 ] 
cans (who, it is feared, do not want this 
information) by what channels the in- 
telligence of their proceedings was con- 
veyed to us; for, to the diſgrace of 
Great Britain, her friends and advo- 
cates in one of her provinces, are not (it 
ſeems) to be protected or avowed. And 
ſurely it is time that the public ſhould 


receive the evidence which has hitherto 


been induſtriouſly concealed from them, 
whilſt falſe, though poſitive aſſertions, 
and unmeaning declamation have been 
ſubſtituted in its place : it is time, that 
having heard with eagerneſs and even 
with partiality the c/aims of America, 
they ſhould hear with patience, at leaſt 
whilſt I plead, the cauſe of Great Bri- 
ton ; that they ſhould read with im- 
partiality, whilſt I ſtate very ſhortly, 
(not the merits, for they are beſide the 
preſent queſtion, but) the principles 
ond progreſs of the flamp ach: an act to 
wich no private intereſts, no party 
news, nothing but public motives 
could give riſe; and the intentions of 
Vhich, however they might be treated 


an 
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in America, deſerve the approbation of 

every inhabitant of Great Britain. 
The firſt and great principle of all 
government, and of all ſociety, is, that 
ſupport is due in return for protection; 
that every ſubject ſhould contribute to 
the common defence, in which his 
own is included. Nam negque quies gen- 
trum fine armis, neque arma fine ſtipendits, 
neque ſtipendia fine tributis haberi queunt. 
Tacit. Hiſt. lib. 4. It was neceflary, 
and it was juſt, to recur to this princi- 


ple at the cloſe of the laſt war. It was 0 
found neceſſary to maintain upwards of . 
10000 men for the defence of our colo- v 
nies; an expence of between 3 and 400, ye 
000 I. per ann. great part of which was fo 
entirely new, was, on that account, to me 
be incurred; it was it that the call ar 
nies which had profited ſo much by af 
the war, whoſe intereſts, commerce Ar 
and ſecurity had been the firſt objects of 10 
the peace; and of whoſe ability to beat i 
at leaſt ſome proportion of that new tax 
expence there neither was nor is an) col 


reaſon to doubt, ſhould contribute (no- 
ws to 


( 13] 
to ſupport or to defend Great Britain 
but) about a third part of the expence 
neceſſary for their own defence and pro- 
tection. ; 

Upon this general and acknowledged 


principle, and upon this application of 


it, which was juſt in itſelf, and which 
the ſituation of this country made ne- 
ceſſary, and which it might have been 
expected, would appear neither unrea- 
lonable or unpleaſing to an Engliſh ear, 
the lamp act iwas planned. In the be- 
ginning of the year 1764 the propoſi- 
ion of impoſing, by a duty on ſtamps, 
a tax on America, in conformity to 
uninterrupted precedents for near 100 
years, was made, and thrown into the 
form of reſolutions. At that time the 
merits of this queſtion were opened at 
large; thoſe who have lately fo loudly 
erted the privileges and exemptions of 
America were then publicly called upon 
bo deny, if they thought it fitting, the 
net of the legiſlature to impoſe any 
ur either internal or external upon that 
Wuntry; and not a ſingle perſon ven- 
C tured 


114 
tured to controvert that right. A year 
delay however was given, that any in- 
formation might be received from An- 
rica, with regard to the expediency of the 

particular tax propoſed, not to permit 
the right of impoſing it to be contro- 
verted. This diſtinction was fully 
opened at that time, and afterwards ex- 
3 plained to the agents of the provinces. 
| This delay was however abuſed by 
| ſome of the Americans; and when, in 
the beginning of the year 1765, thc 
"plan was carried into execution by a bill 
ſeveral petitions from America which 
denied their right of mmpoſing taxes di 
the colonies, were preſented to the pur 
liament, and were therefore rec 
doit bout a diviſion ; no one perſon having 
been then found, in either houſe, who 
Would declare it to be his opinion thi 
America was not, in this inſtance, ſub- 
ject to Great-Britain *. In 1766 tbe 


was 


And yet it has been aſſerted that this oppoſition 


N : , ating 
vwculd have been made, if ſome intelligence re! . 


[15 ] 
was repealed,” but even then the admi- 


nitration, determined as they were on 
C 2 the 


to this matter had not been ſuppreſſed at that time; 
4 this was publicly faid, the public is to be in- 
formed of the fact, which was this. 

On the 11th of December, 1764, the board of 
trade reported to the king, that the aſſemblies of 
Maſſachuſet's bay and New-York had, in their re- 
ſolutions and proceedings. (copies of which they tranſ- ; 
mitted with the report) treated the acts and reſaluticus 


in if the legiflature of Great- Britain with the moſt indecent 
10 Aae. The privy council adviſed the king, 5 


give directians that the ſame be laid before parliament, at 
ſuch time and in ſuch manner @s his Majefty fhould be 
proſed to direct and appoint. 


in This poſtponed the laying it before parliament, 
7 Sit was meant to do; but it deprived the parlia- 
11 ment of no information, for the aſſemblies had in- 
f ruſted their agents here to prepare petitions in the 
Ng me words; and particularly Mr. Mauduit, the 
ho gent for Maſſachuſet's bay, was directed to draw his 


principles and arguments from Mr. Otis's book of 
þ- [he Rights of the Colonies (which had been re- 
Fnted here), The -colonies were obeyed. , Peti- 

uns were preſented, aſſerting the right of freedom 
Was from taxes impoſed by Great-Britain, on the very 
Pounds of the reſolutions and proceedings which 

{ic10 tte board of trade had tranſmitted to the king ; theſe 
mint vrt rejected by parliament, not from ignorance of 
0 N their 
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tured to controvert that right. A year; 
delay however was given, that any in- 
formation might be received from An- 
rica, with regard to the expediency of the 
particular tax propoſed, not to permit 
the right of impoſing it to be contro- 
verted. This diſtinction was fully 
opened at that time, and afterwards ex- 
plained to the agents of the provinces. 

This delay was however abuſed by un 
ſome of the Americans; and when, in 
the beginning of the year 1765, thc 
plan was carried into execution by a bill, 
ſeveral petitions from America which 
denied their right of impoſing taxes u 
the colonies, were preſented to the par- 
liament, and were therefore rejed:4 * 
doit bout a diviſion ; no one perſen having N ane 
been then found, in cither houſe, who agent 
would declare it to be his opinion that e 
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America was not, in this inſtance, ſu BW . 
je& to Great-Britain *. In 1766 the al tons 
| 5 was from 

roun 

And yet it has been aſſerted that this oppoſi de 
Were n 


weuld have been made, if ſome intelligence relati 
10 
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was repealed, but even then the admi- 


nſtration, determined as they were on 
C 2 the 


to this matter had not been ſuppreſſed at that time; 
a this was publicly ſaid, the public is to be in- 
formed of the fact, which was this. 

On the 11th of December, 1764, the board of- 
trade reported to the king, that the aſſemblies of 
Maſhchuſet's bay and New-York had, in their re- 
ſolutions and proceedings (copies of which they tranſ- 
mitted with the report) treated the acts and reſolutions 
of the legiſlature of Great- Britain with the mal indecent 
diſreſþeft, The privy council adviſed the king, t- 
give directians that the ſame be laid before parliament, at 
ſuch time and in ſuch manner as his Maje/ty fhould be 
pleaſed to direct and appoint. 

This poſtponed the laying it before parliament, 
4 it was meant to do; but it deprived the parlia- 
ment of no information, for the ailemblies had in- 
lrufted their agents here to prepare petitions in the 
ame words; and particularly Mr. Mauduit, the 
agent for Maſſachuſet's bay, was directed to draw his 
punciples and arguments from Mr. Otis's book of 
The Rights of the Colonies (which had been re- 
Printed here), The colonies were obeyed. , Peti- 
duns were preſented, aſſerting the right of freedom | 
from taxes impoſed by Great-Britain, on the very 
Pounds of the reſolutions and proceedings which 
tte board of trade had tranſmitted to the king ; theſe | 
were rejected by parliament, not from ignorance of | 

their 


| [ 16 ] 
the repeal, and though they were to 


carry their point chiefly by the aſſiſt. U 
ance of that gentleman's ſpeeches who 1 
denied the right of England to tax the q 
colonies, were however obliged, be- Ic 
fore they ventured to propoſe this mea- ſe 


ſure to parliament, to prepare the way 
by à bill afferting the right in the fulleſ 
and ſtrongeſt terms. 

| 80 


their contents, but becauſe their contents wer 
known ; becauſe they denied the power of Great. 
Britain. No information was with-held thereto 
by this delay, the cauſe of which was tendernels t 
the colonies. For had the king called the attention 
of parliament to proceedings in which their 20. 
were treated with the moſt indecent diſreſpect; thei 
own dignity muſt have drawn from them votes 
cenſure and ſeverity towards the offenders: 20 
therefore the miniſtry, who were taking the prop* 
methods to form and enforce the act, which wog 
have ſufficiently repreſſed the claims of the Amt: 
ricans, and effeQtually aſſerted the dignity and a. 
thority of Great-Britain, withheld a paper which 
would have given no information but what w 
given in a manner leſs calculated to irritate 75 
minds, . 


171 

$0 that however the publie may 
have been miſled by the authority of 
names quoted on the other fide of the 
queſtion, | it can be doubted of no 
longer; the ſupreme legiſlature has aſ- 
ſerted, in the moſt explicit and ſolemn 
manner, its right to the obedience of 
its American ſubjects; and therefore 
the aſſertions of particular perſons, op- 
poſed to this, not only deſerve that diſ- 
regard which they will meet, who pro- 

pagate opinions contrary to the common 
declared ſenſe, and detrimental to the 

Intereſts of their country, but become 

alſo highly criminal; for it is now as 

criminal to aſſert the exemption of Ame- 

rica from taxes impoſed by parliament, as 

It is to aſſert, that* parliament had no 

right to repeal the ſtamp act. 


The right of Great-Britain being 
cſtabliſned and univerſally acknowledged 
N by about ſix or ſeven voices) it 

8 certain, that whatever the private 
unions of particular men might be, it 

was 


. 
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was the duty of every ſubject to have 
ſubmitted to this law while it ſubſiſted; 
and the duty of thoſe to whom the ex- 
ecution of it was committed, to have 
enforced it. 


The next ſtep therefore is to enquire 
whether the adminiftration took the 
meaſures proper and neceſſary to pro- 
cure due obedience: to a law in which 
the intereſts and dignity of Great-Bri- 
tain were ſo deeply concerned; or 
whether they- are guilty of having, by 
neglect and connivance, encuuraged a 
reſiſtance to her authority, and ſhaked 
the very foundations of her empire. 


To judge of this, it is neceſſary to ex- 
amine the inſtructions and orders iſſued 
by the ſ y of ſt--e for the ſouthern 
department, to whom this important 
branch of our dominions is officially 
entruſted. 


The letters of Mr. ſ------- y C7] 


are of three dates; they are reprintel 
| here, 


j ( 19 ] 

bere, having been already printed in 
America. The firſt of them is @ /ingl/e 
liter to governor Fauquier, dated Sep- 
Wi icmber 14, 1765*. On the 24th of 
October, 1765, the ſ-----+-y wrote 
to major general Gage *, to governor 
Bernard *, and a circular letter to the 
governors of the .colonies ©; and on the 
15th of December, 1765, he ſent let- 
ters to major general Gage, and to 
lieutenant governor Colden . Of this 
laſt an extract only is given, the reſt is 
omitted, as it contains a cenſure oma 
particular perſon. 


The reader will juſtly be ſurpriſed, 
What on a ſubject ſo important, at a 
time ſo critical, no more directions 
vere iſſued; he will be more fo, to 
nd that the letter to governor Bernard, 
if the firſt date, and that of the laſt, to 
general Gage, refer to thoſe of the 24th 

; of 


dee Appendix, No, 1. © Sec Appendix, No. 2. 
dee Appendix, No. 3-. © See Appendix, No. 4 
Ne Appendix, No, 5. See Appendix, No. 6. 


20 
of October, ond 5. for inftruRions, (the 
letter to governor. Colden is on a parti. 
cular ſabje& only) that the letter of the 
24th of October, 1765, though addreſ- 
ſed to fo many different governors, pre. 
ſiding over people ſo different in their 
form of government, character and en- 
duct, is the ſame to each; and indeed 
a mere fac” mile of that ſent to the 
commander in chief of the Engliſh force 
that in fact only one inffrudtion was iſſued 
during that period, and that from al 
his efays on obedience, it would be diffs 
cult to extract any thing which could 
give real directions or aſſiſtance to the 
governors, whoſe conduct was to deter: 
mine, whether the empire of Nori 
America ſhould be retained in obe. 
dience, or thrown into an indepen- 
dance fatal to themſelves and dangerol 
to Great-Britain. 


For the fake of perſpicuity and e 
juſtice, | the method obſerved is this 


before each letter i is conſidered, the it 
formati 


[ a2} / 
rmation which the writer of it had 
then received is ſtated ; for it is only 
by thus placing ourſelves in his ſitua- 
ion, that we can form an impartial 
udement on the propriety of his con- 
but, After confidering each of theſ= 
liſpatches, there is thrown together the 
Intelligence received ſubſequent to any 
orders given by him, but previous to 
he repeal of the lamp act. 


lt is neceſſary to begin by a deſcrip- 
on of the ſtate of this matter, when 
e -s of the ſouthern department 
er. put into the hands of Mr. C----y, 


As ſoon as the lamp act had received 
de r0jal afſent, which was on the 22d. 
| March, 1765, the adminiſtration 
Rich had planned it began to take ſuch 
kalures as might moſt effectually carry 
ato execution: and though ſuch 
plants of the future burden had 
a received from America, as are ever 
WW by thoſe who have been long in- 
Agent exempted from bearing any; 

D and 


22 
and though ſome of that country had 
proceeded even to deny the right of 
Grtat- Britain to i,apoſe them; yet the 

act Was not yet paſſed; and to impoſe 

ndnd to ſecure the collection of the tix 
- would be fo effectual a vindicat.on of 
that right, that in lenity to the colo- 

; nies any ſeverer animadverſion on their 

| conduct was ſpared. 


7555 act had giren a juriſdiction for 
the recovery of the penaltics, incurrec 
| by the breach of it, to the ſame court 
of admiralty which for near a centur 

had poſſeſſed that juriſdiction with fe- 
gard to the laws of revenue and trade. 
This clauſe it had in common wich thok 


laws which had formerly paſſed re{pect- WW Jud 
ing ſubjects of. the like nature; b to; 
(and that was peculiar to this act) T Fo 
provided a remedy for the inconvenin his | 
and abuſes, to W 1 courts "—_ (gy 
be :jable, © Wy 
| 1M bow 

While our e were a in _ 1 


ſmall in extent, he court ; 
"IIs 2dmiralt 
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Admitalty could never be far diſtant 
from, nor its officers unknown to the 
clients in that court: but upon the 
encreaſe of them to their preſent” great- 
neſs of territory and people, it had been 
a grievance complained of by the per- 
ſons the moſt loyally diſpoſed to the 
government ef England, that the diſ- 
tance of many of the provinces from the 
ſeat of this court, with the difficulty 
of obtaining the affiſtance of lawyers, 
muſt often operate ſo as to bar the 
juſteſt claim; and deprive the ſubjects 
ok their property, by diſabling them 
from proſecuting their right t6 it. Ano- 
ther material "objection aroſe from: the 
conſtitution of this coutt; in which the 
Jidge was paid by à poundage of the 
money ariſing from ſuch ſrizures as 
"ee condemned: this; as it made it 
bs intereſt rather to 'candemin than to 
quit, if it did not influence the de- 
ons of the judge, took from them 
"ever that air of impartiality which 
d done ſecure to chem reſpect. 


D 2 To F 
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To obviate the poſſibility of that 
fraud and oppreſſion to which theſe 
circumſtances might give riſe, a clauſe 
had been inſerted in the ſtamp act, 
giving a power of forming ſuch a num- 
ber of courts of vice-admiralty, as might 
place the deciſion of his property more 
within the reach of every ſubject in 
America; and in execution of this de- 
ſign, thoſe who were then commiſſion- 
ers of the treaſury, formed and ſubmit- 
ted to the privy. council 2 plan for ap- 
pointing three courts of vice admiralh 
with proper diſtricts, and with ample 
and . honourable fixed ſalaries to the 
judges, in lieu of all fees; that ſo ſitu- 
ated, and fo ſupported, applications 
to them might be leſs expenſive and in- 
convenient, and their deciſions leſs ſul- 


ted. 
* The 


Even this proviſion, which redreſſed 2 . 
grievance, which had been ſeverely felt and juk 5 
complained of, was rendered ineffectual in ſpite 4 
all repreſentations, becauſe it had the ill ſortune i 
ſand a part of the amp att. And the * 

cl 


\ 
\ 
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_ "The treaſury, after conſulting the 
beard of trade and the agents of ſeveral 
of the colonzes, next applied themſelves 
to the dividing the country, in which 
the act was to, aperate, into ſuch diſ- 
tricts as might be moſt convenient for 
the receipt of the revenue, and leaſt 
troubleſome to thoſe om whom it was 
to de collected. 


After receiving and conſidering the 
plans" of the ſtamp office, who were 
acceſlanily to be employed in it, for 
carrying the law into execution, they 
formed ſuch. iuſtructions as might be 
adequate to the pegatigns of the officers 


U- 
5 Whom the execution of it was to be 
eatruſteg, . .. a Wy 0390; 


The choice of theſe officers was. of 
Feat importance; they did not there- 
lu proceed to this haſtily, or in the 
— * 1 " at . | . com 
E, will owe the grievances which they ſuffer 
the preſent Gtuation and conſtitution. of the 


Wurt of admiral , * NN 4 
Nin the 2 the adminiſtration which re 


1 
common track of official recommends: 
tion: they waited till they received 
from the moſt reſpected men in each 
colony, applications in favour of perſons 
of the beſt credit in it; and they com- 
plied with theſe, both as it gave the 
| beſt ſecurity for the diſcharge of the 

truſt to be committed to the officers, 
and as it might much facilitate the col- 
lection of the duty. 


Whoever. reads the liſt of diſtributors 
appointed on this occaſion, will {ce 
that the general intentioa was to be- 
ſtow that office on colonifls : this would 
prevent the diſſatisfaction which muſt 
always and in every country ariſe, at 
ſeeing offices of profit in the collection 
of a duty impoſed on them, thrown 
into any other hands than their own; 
and would engage the principal men in 
each” colony to ſupport the perſon 
whom they had themſelves recommend- 
ed, to aſſiſt. che execution of the ly 
and to conciliate to it the minds d 
their countrymen. The influence of ti 

| mci 
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meaſure would be the more extenſive, 
8 the appointment of the inferior diſ- 
tributors was neceſſarily reſted in the 
principal diſtributor ſor every province; 
the perſons appointed: by him would, 
tis probable, be his friends, neighbours 


or dependants, coloniſts alto ; and the 
ſame motives would engage therefore 
throughout the country a number of 
coloniſts in the ſame cauſe, 


In fact it appears, that this deſign 
ws generally executed, except in the 
ty colonies, in which-deſcription No- 
u. Scotia and Gebygrs are included; in 
theſe it was ſcarcely poſſible that any 
atives ſhould be foùmd capable of exe- 
ating the office: but even in theſe the 
Fincipal was ſo ſtrictly adhered to, that 
N Nova-Scotia a gentleman was ſaid to 
|ttherefore appointed becauſe he was 
ofthe firlt rulers in that colony. 


The board of treaſury was not leſs 
Mitre to the other qualification of 
er, chat he ſhould be not on- 
5 "Hi ly 
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IV eoloniſt, but recommended by per- 
ſons beſt acquainted with, and mg 
concerned and reſpected in the ſeveral 
provinces: few were appointed who 
were not either of the council or the 
aſſembly. The reader, perhaps, docs 
not expect to be informed that 
Mercer was recommended by Mr. Mon- 
fague, the agent for Virginia, in th 
name of the governor, council, and af- 
fembly g, that province; Which Mr. 
Mercer himſelf inſiſted on, as his apo- 
logy to the people of Virginia. Dr. 
Franklyn, Agent for Penſylvania, ap- 
plied for, and ſucceeded in bchalf of 
Mr. Hughes. Mr. Coxe, diſtributor fof 
New Ferſey, owed the office to the (0!- 
licitation of the ſame gentleman, whole 
Jon was then governor of the province 
and beſides the application of M. Ai. 
tony Bacon, in favout of Mr. Muc Ever! 
for diſtributor of New-T0+r4, I nave {cel 
the copy of a letter from Mr. MacEv 
to My. alderman Barlow Trecothic i 
which, to uſe his own expreſſion, 


repeats his great obligations to that al 
- i - dermal 


ly 
tell; 
lo; 


_ 
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derman, for having bim nominated a di 72 
tributor of the fame. | | 


In the purſuit of theſe plans, and 
before tlie officers could be ſent with 
thoſe inſtructions which were preparing 
for them, the adminiſtration was ſtop- 
ped by that change of government, of 
which, as the author of it is dead, I 
ſhall only ſay, that by placing Mr. 
(----y in the office of - y of 
e, for the ſouthern department, it 
entruſted the execution ot a law, of the 
greateſt importance in its conſequences, 
wone of the very few perſons who had 


oppoſed the paſſing it. The conſe- 
quence has been ſuch as might have 
beet, expected, was foreſcen by think- 
ing men, and, as will appear from the 
wur of the evidence, de by the 


ev niniſtert. 


Prerious to the change of miniſiry, not 
My the government had received no 
Itlligence which might, give them 

i to lulpeck refſtance in America; 

1 but 


accepted this office, would either have 


that it would be obeyed ; an opinion 


[ 30] 
even the perſons who were afterward; 
the moſt forward in magnifying this 
reſiſtance, and applying the arguments 
drawn from it to their own purpoſes, 
had then no expectation of it. It is not 
poſſible to ſuppoſe that Mr. Trecothich, 
Mr. Baton, Dr. Franklyn, who ſolicited, 
colonel Mercer, and My. Meſerve, who 


ſolicited or accepted it, if they had 
thought they ſhould have been expoſed 
to that violence, which the neglect of 
fome, and the evil intentions of others, 
afterwards produced. Another and ſtil 
ſtronger proof arifes from the teſtimonies 
of thoſe who were the beſt: informed of 
the progreſs, and moſt intereſted in the 
ſucceſs, of this act in America. Its 
the opinion of almoſt every officer there, 


given at a period of tune cubſequent to 
this, and even after an avowed reliſt- 
ance to it had been raiſed, neglected and 
encouraged. Ttwould be endleſs t 
quote all theſe opinions, ſome of them 


may be neceſſary, a few will be ſu oy 
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In a letter from New-York* it is faid, 
The people now begin ta cool a little, and 
fume of the moſt conſiderable of them to 
think bow they ſball do their buſineſs after 
the firſt of November, and cannot concerve 
of any met bod of doing it without making 
uſe of flamped paper; never was an act 
better made to execute it ſel than ibis is. 


Another writer from New England 
(after a very exact deſcription of che 
pains taken to prevent the execution of 
the law) ſays, {cannot help thinking that 
when a clear repreſentation oj” the miſe- 
nes which await the province, if the 
lamp aft is not executed at its day, ſhall 
be made to them, they cannot but be 
alarmed and muſt ſacrifice their preju- 
ices and their popularity tos, i neceſſary, 
fo ſave their country from immediate ruin. 


In the colony in which the inſults on 
ernment had been moſt violent, a 
„„ perſon 

dee letter to the commiſhoners of ftamps, dated 
beptember , 1765. 


: oy letter to the lords of trade, dated September 
I» 1705. 
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perſon well acquainted with theſe out- 
rages ſollicits the appointment of dif- 
tributor of ſtamps for the province, of 
which the mob had forced a refigaation 
from another hand; That ' (theſe are 
his words) I may likewi/e enjoy the ad 
vantage of that office when "it is quiet 
ſubmitted to, as n9 J it toll be i ind 
few months, 


A letter from Virginia has this pak 
ſage", I am not altogether without Habu 
that the aiftreſs they will feel, on a total 
ftagnation of buſineſs, will open their eyth 
and pave the way for the oft executil 
ſelf; for I am credibly informed, thit 
fome of the moſt buſy men, in oppoſing il 
reception of the flamps, are alreai 
elarmed at the confequences of the impris 
gent ſteps they have taken. 


Eve 
1 See letter to the commiſſioners of ſtamps, das 
New-York, October 26, 1765. 


* See a letter to the lords of trade, dated Novel 
der 8, 1765. 
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Even fo late as December, 176 5, ano- 
ther letter from New-York has theſe 
words; Since that time nothing has been 
done, and wwe have waited to ſee the law 
execute itſelf, which” I am perſuaded it 
muſt do ſhortly ; for the ſuſpenſion of it 
bas occafioned jo many inconventences Here, 
in every branch of buſineſs, that they do 
already begin to be ſeverely felt. 


© Theſe circumſtances, ſays the ſame per- 
lon*, induce me to think that the face of 
af airs will chan ge very ſoon, and 1 hope 
m my next letter to give a more favoura- 
tle account of our proceedings. 


And, to cloſe this point with an evi- 
(ence of the ſtron geſt kind, the council 
and bouſe of repreſentatives of Maſſachu- 
[t's bay ſpeak thus of the act of the 
former leſions, granting certain duties 

| in 
dee a letter from New-York to the lords of | the 
Talury, dated December, 1765. ; 


* to Mr. Conway, dated December 21, 


bo addreſs, dated November 3» 1764. 
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in the Britiſh colonies and plantations 
in America: To which--a&# we humbiy 
prebend we may propoſe our objections, 
al the ſame time we acknowledge our duty 
fa yield obedience to it while it continues 
unrepealed. 


This was the ſtate of affairs when 
that miniſtry was removed; the inten- 
tion of removing them was declared in 
the middle of May, 1765, The next 
adminiſtration came into office in the bes 
ginning of July; Mr. C——y's letter, 
which gives notice of his appointment 
to the ſouthern department, is dated 
the 12th of that month. 


They had reaſon to know, from the 
intelligence of, and ſeveral letters re- 
ceived at the ſecretary / ſtate's office 
that the objections to the amp act were 
of three kinds; 7he jir/t aroſe from the 
opinion that the powers given by that 


act, to the court of vice-admiralty con. 
ſtituted 


+ See petition of council and houſe of repreſents 


tives of Maſſachuſet's bay 
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fituted over all America, would be 
grievous to the ſubject from the great 
diſtance of that court, an! would dif- 
tinguiſh the ſubjects in the colonies from 
thoſe in Great-Britain by depriving them 
of a trial by jury; the ſecond from the 
fear that it would exhauſt the provinces 
of their ſpecie; and the third from their 
caim to the privilege of judging of 
their own ability, and of having the 
ble right of impoſing taxes on them- 
dves. To obviate the two firſt of theſe 
Wje&tions, nothing was required of 
dem but to execute the proviſoet of the 
d, and thoſe other meaſures which 
the former miniſtry had already begun. 
With regard to the firſt, they had only 
© temind them that a juriſdiction had 
en aſſigned to the judges of the court 
> 2dmiralty, upon the laws of revenue 
ad of trade, without juries, for near a 
=muty paſt, The reaſon for putting 
be cage in a courſe , trial without 


ay 


1 ſecretary of ſtate, dated November 


EF 4:69 
any jury, undoubtedly aroſe from an aþa 
prebenfion that juries, in theſe caſes, wert 
wot to be truſted: the force of this reqſu 
may be abated, but I cannot think that i 
7 wholly deftroyed : no candid man il, 
T beheve, take upon him to declare, that 
at this time an American jury is impar+ 
tial and indifferent enough to determint 
upon frauds in trade. Theſe are the 
words of a very well informed and can- 
did judge. They might have informed 
them, that it is ſo far from being true, 
that the ſubjects in North-America, by 
being deprived in theſe caſes of trials by 
jury, are in that reſpect diſtinguiſhed 
from their fellow ſubjects in Great#Bris 
Wo tain z that in this very inſtance of the 
0 ſtamp duties, the penalties are, by the 
laws now in force for collecting them 
l in Great-Britain, recoverable alſo with- 
| out trial by jury, as well as on all the 
laws of exciſe, and many others reſpect 
ing the public revenue in Great-Britall- 


With regard to the ſeat and the ſup⸗ 


0 
port of the court, the former ink 
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be treaſury had made 4 repreſsntation to 
bis Majeſty in counci/ (founded on a 
clauſe inſerted in the ſtamp act for this 
very purpoſe) ſtating * the expediency 
of giving the judges in America ſuffi- 
cient and honourable ſalaries in lieu of 
all poundage and fees, and of eſtabliſh- 
ng three different courts of vice-admi- 
rlty, with proper diſtricts annexed to 
each, Had the ſucceeding miners 
condeſcended to execute, on this plan, 
the laws of their country, a plan which 
had been fully opened and approved in 
piiament at the time when the ſtamp 
A was propoſed, all the diſſatisfaction 
ad clamour which aroſe from miſre- 


the a 

pelentation on theſe points had bee 
the temedied, #7 * 
ven 


lt would have calmed the fears which 
expreſſed, that the colonies would 
© drained of their ſpecie, if the miniſ- 
I) had iſſued to the ſeveral officers the 
F direc- 

R. from che commiſſioners of the trca- 
Pvy council, dated July 4, 1765. 


tails 


ſup⸗ 
1 of 


the 


381 

directions which the late commiſſioners 
of the treaſury had given on this ſubjcct, 
viz. That, in order to obviate the incon- 
vemence of bringing into this kingdim the 
money to be raiſed by the flamp duties, all 
[| | the produce of the American duties, ari- 
# Jing or to ariſe by vertue of any Britiſh all 
i of parliament, fhould from time to time be 
1 paid to the deputy pay-maſter in America, 
i to defray the fubfpiftence of the troops, and 
ll] any military expences incurred in the col. 
nes. 


rr ——-ꝝ— —e— 
— et. 


4 
| I he laſt objection which aroſe from 
the claim of the colonies to an exemp- 
. tion from taxes impoſed by parliament, 
was to be treated in a different manner; 
as the two former were to be obviated 
by explanations, this, now the act im- 
poling a tax was paſſed, was to be fe- 
| preſſed by authority. They ſaw that? 
| part of the Americans was impatient of 
thoſe reſtrictions, which it is the interel 


of the whole empire to impoſe with p 
gar 
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* See treaſury minute, dated July 9, 1705: 


139 

gard to their commerce; the late regu- 
lations of their trade had been peti— 
tioned againſt as grievous and oppreſſive, 
becauſe they contradicted their illicit. 
views; and from the general temper of 
that country it appeared, that it was 
neceſſary to hold the rein with a tem- 
perate but firm hand. But beſides this, 
the fulleſt accounts were ſoon received 
of the turbulent and ſeditious behaviour 
of a part of America. So carly as the 
27th of July, 1765, a copy of the reſo- 
lutions of the colony of Virginia was 
tranſmitted to the miniſtry, in which 
the right of the parliament of Great- 
Britain to tax that colony is abſolutely 
denied: theſe reſolutions are printed in 
me appendix ©." The Governor had 
thought it neceſſary to diffolve an aſſem- 
bly capable of ſuch an inſult on the 
legiſlature of Great-Britain: at the 
ume this pacquet arrived no bourd of 
bade exiſted, and the papers were there- 
for carried immediately to the ſecretary 
© BA of 


de Appendix, No! 7. 
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of ſtate. As ſoon as a new board of 
trade was formed they repreſented to 
the King in council that, 77% re 
butions, as they contain an ab/olute dija- 
vowal of the right of the parliament of 
Great-Britain to impoſe taxes upon ber 
colontes, and a daring attach upon the 
conſtitution of this country, appear to u 
fo require an immediate and ſerious atten- 
tion; and whatever | further meaſures 
your Majeſty may, with the advice of your 
council, judge proper to be taken either jt 
expreſſing your royal dijapprobation if 
_  Fheſe proceedings, or for preventing the 

fatal conſequences which they naturaly 
fend to produce, we think it our duty tt 
Submit to your Majeſty"s cunſideration, whts 
ther, in the mean. time, it may not & 
expedient to diſpatch immediate inſtructiu 
fo your Majeſty's ſervants in your Maj" 
colony of Virginia, who may be concerits 
an enforcing the execution of the law ji 
levying the duty upon ftamps, that 1% 
ao each in their ſeveral department, 


/ 


\ - i 
+1» See the Repreſentation of the board of trad 
dated Auguſt 27, 1765. 
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wort of the authority of parliament, 
becoming reſolution upon every occaſion, 


tract a due obedience to all the laws off the 
band. "1 | 


ment to vigour which was given to ad- 
miniſtration ; a much ſtronger was to 
e drawn from the intelligence they 
received of the ſtate of that province 
ey ſaw from it that theſe reſolutions 


England, were meant to be not merely 
erdal aſſertions, but principles of ac- 
Won; they were accompanied by a moſt 
larming deſcription which was given 
If the ſituation of the colony, by one 
the perſons beſt acquainted with it *: 
Ile moſt ſolemn treaties (he writes) 2b 
bn neighbours have been moſt pub 
1 Y violated. The widlators of the trea- 


reſcued 


Ne letter to the —y of ce, dated June 
by, received Auguſt 8, 1765. | 


vjporouſly exert themſelves, and, with 


But even this was not the only incite- 


ſuch afſert an independence upon 


4 and public peace have been as publicly 


42 
reſcuea aut of the hands o, juſtice. Gs 
vernment is ſet at open defiance, not bats 
ang ſtrength in her hands to enjorce abe 
dience to the laws of the community, But 
even this deſcription, alarming as f 
was, joined to the certain evil conſe- 
quence and great danger of delay, could 
not ,awaken the adminiſtration to the 
diſcharge of their duty. The tletter 
which was written on this occaſion! 
inſtead of endeavouring to repreſs by a 
thority this open dofection in a provi 
cial aſſembly; inſtead of encouraging t 
officers to the performance of their dutf 
inſtead of repreſenting the puniſhmen 
due to diſobedience, takes that Jangui 
tone which muſt appear the effect « 
inability to maintain the empire 
Great-Britain, or of a formed reſoluſiq 
to ſacrifice it. 


1 The f, in direct contradicti 
to the papers immediately before hit 
"calls be reſolutions the Mipring of 


©10lt 


v See Appendix, No. J. 
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hne of ſome individuale, and treats 
the coloniſts as diſpoſed to pay a wiſe 
and virtuous obedience; in that very 
portant and critical hour,” when the 
es of all America muſt be turned on 


thoſe of Virginia ſhould meet with in 
England, and on the conduct which 4 
hew miniſtry would hold towards the 
dlonies, to take from thence inſtruc- 
dns for their future behaviour; when 
ley were to be reſtrained within the 
ounds.of a dutiful ſubmiſſion, or ex- 


le fate of theſe, he takes no ſtep to 


ck their licence, or encourage their 
Medience, 


Intelligence had been received, that 
E and unconſtitutional principles were 
Ne by the colony of Virginia; the 
Paciples of mdependence on England, 
i xemption from taxes impoſed by the 


ud be : 
2 committed in that colony; 
pon the Whole, 7577 goverument 


the reception which ſuch re/o/utzons as | 


ted to reſolutions of equal violence by 


Britiſh 90-1; 
Þ porlioment ; that many outrages. 


was 


3 
* 


4 
was ſet at open defiance. Upon this i 
telligence it was his duty to have given 
immediate ſupport to government, to 
have aſſerted the rights of England, and AY | 
to have maintained them by holding WW x 
out. rewards to the obedient, puniſh- q 
ment to the ſeditious; by giving a&i-Wi 
vity to the civil, and, if neceſlary, u 
the military power; | eſpecially and d- 
rectly to have ſent the moſt poſitive in-W v6 
ſtructions to the officers 70 exadt a d 
obedience to t be laws of the land. Th 


It would ſcarcely be credited, were nt 
the facts before the public, that, aft Whi 
waiting from the 27th of July to tit ter 
14th of September, before he returneQiiine- 
any reply, the reply gives the offer 
to whom it was written neither inſtruc 
tion nor encouragement ; that it do. 
not even contain a direction to aſſert th 
authority of government, which h 
been defied, or to exact a ſubmiſſion 
the laws and legiſlature, which had bee 
renounced; à reſpet# to paritament, 


confidential reliance of the colonies . 
nisi 
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wither country, theſe ate the ſtrongeſt 
expreſſions in which the {-——y of 
Great-Britain claims the obedience of 
her ſubjects: and, left even theſe ſhould 
ſeem to countenance any exertion of 
authority, he takes care to diſclaim 
viving any direction in them; be vj, 
it pretend to give any advice or inſtruo- 
tun vn #hzje ſubjetts 5 but refers the 
povertior to an inſtruction to be here- 


ter received from the privy council. 


The queſtion was, whether the colonics 

be independent of the acts of the legi- 
ture of Great-Britain ? A queſtion 
ach, after ſo many acts of parlia- 
immediately reſpecting and bind- 
dhe colonies, no ſubject of Greats 
Wiitain could lawfully bring into debata, 
pt in one of the houſes of parlia- 
Wat; and concerning which hey 
a d leaſt of all have appeared to 
Wt, to whom the execution of the 
had been entruſted by the Kings 
* "ho were reſponſible to the par/ita- 
and the kingdom for the ſupport of 
* whority, The making this a 
| G queſtion, 


4 
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queſtion, and-referring to a privy coun- 
cil for a future deciſion of that on which 
the legiſlature had decided already ſo 

frequently and ſo expreſsly, tended 
therefore only to inform the officer that 
he could not depend either on direction 
or ſupport from England; and that i 
Was ſtill a doubt if the government of 
this kingdom would aſſert her rights 
Another proof that procraſtination alone 
was intended, ariſes from hence; the 
Virginia reſolutions were received Juh 
27, 1765; this important matter, which 
the board of trade had repreſented 4 
requiring immediate and ſerious attentin 
and the diſpatc./ of immediate in/tructins 
and which muſt have appeared to tl 
miniſtry to require them, as ſoon 
they were acquainted with it ; inſte 
of being immediately attended to, W 
referred to the privy council; but it , 
not even referred to them till Spe 
6, 1765, and no report was mace i 
on it till Ofober 3. The report wil 
made is, That this matter was not W. 


1 
in the deciſion of the privy counch 
WR 
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whom it had been referred; a report 
made by the very miniſters who referred 
it to that board; and in which, from 
his office, the . y has the lead. 
The words of it are theſe *; This is a 
matter of the utmoſt importance to the 
tingdom and legi/lature of Great-Britam ; 
and of too b:g5 a nature for the determi- 
uation of your Majeſty in yaur privy coun- 
al, and is proper only for the conſidera- 
tun of parliament. It was for the ſake 
of this deciſion that the £ y deferred 
blong a matter of ſo much conſe- 
quence; a deciſion which he muſt have 
known at the time he wrote his letter 
b the governor of Virginia; a fuller 
proof cannot be imagined that a timid 
nd fatal delay was all that was intend- 
Q; and that at the very time when he 
Wured the officer that he would receive 
ke fulleſt inſtructions from the wiſdom 
the privy council, he knew that 
wa would have too much witdom to 
ny upon a matter of too high a 

G 2 nature 


i dee . 4 
port of committee of privy council, dated 
* 3, 1705. 
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he wrote the letter; and I ſaid this, not 
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nature for their determination. I id 
he muſt have known that deciſion when 


only becauſe he probably knew what 
that report would be which he was to 
direct ; but chiefly becauſe it would be 
indeed extraordinary if the {——y of 
{—e could be entirely ignorant of the 
powers of his own office, and of the 
privy council. It is not neceſſary to be 
of that council to know that the execu- 
tion of the laws is by the conſtitution 
reſted in the King, and del-gated by 
him to the officers in each depariment; 


that the privy council cannot de/iberalt t l 
upon the laws, though they can af ve 
the execution of them; and therelore und; 
that it was impoſſible for the privy 2 
council to make any other report tha , 1 
that which they did make. hut it wi 

in the power of the {——y of -e ns 
enforce the execution of the laws, 3 Talc 
was his duty; he was called upon * np 
perform this duty by the importance 8 
the obiect, and the expreis repreſenti Cer 
tions of the board of trade; and i ad p 


referri 
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referring it therefore to the privy coun 
cik could only be meant to weaken by 
&hy a right, which he would not ſup- 
port, and durſt not ſurrender. 


It is lenity to the 1 to attribute 
lis reference and letter to this motive z 
to grant that he wrote it in direct contra- 
G&ion to his own knowledge; and that 
be intended the governor, to whom it is 
writ, ſhould expect as little inſtruction 
om the deciſion of the privy council, 
s be himſelf knew it would contain, 


lt was indeed impoſſible for him to 

nend or wiſh that the governor ſhould 
underſtand the words of the letter ac- 
@rding to their plain and obvious ſepſe, 
Kcwſe it was impoſſible for him ta 
wh that the governor ſhould think him 
Wable of avowing principles ſo full of 
Talon and of danger: far if this letter 
Need meant what it expreſſes, if it 
du deligned to turn the eyes of the 
Mcers of the crown from the known 
ind permanent authority of parliament, 

to 
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to an inferior board; to teach them to 
look for directions for their conduct not 
to the laws of their country, but to the 
inſtructions of a privy council; he mult 
be told that this principle, which attri- 
butes to the king in council the power 
of diſpenſing with the laws of the land 
is the higheft treaſon againit the ſtate; 
that it coſt king James the ſecond his 
crown, and might coſt him his head, 


The next advices from America were 
ſuch as might have been expected to 
ariſe from the negligence of the admi- 
niſtration in Great-Britain. A /etter 
addreſſed immediately to the ſecretary 
of ſtate informed him, that the capital 
of the province from whence it wil 
written had ſhaken off all ſubjection t 
the laws both of trade and police, Ju 
or three months ago, ſays the writer af 


it, I thought that this people would bave [ 
ſubmitted to the. lamp act without aff 1 req 
op poſit May 

— 

gee letter to the ſecretary of ſtate, dated Aug 176 ; 


15, 16, received October 14, 1765. 
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wpofition.” Murmurs indeed were conti- 
nully heard, but they ſeemed to be ſuch as 
in time would die away; BUT THE PUB=- 
LISHING THE VIRGINIA RESOLU= 
TIONS PROVED AN ALARUM BELL TO 
THE DISAFFECTED. From that time 
an infamous weekly paper, which 1s printed 
lere, has ſewarmed with. libels of the moſt 
atrocious kind : theſe have been urged 
with ſo. much vebemence, and jo induj- 
triufly repeated, that I have confidered 
them as preludes to action; but I did not 
thnk that it would dave commenced jo 
farly, or been carried to ſuch lengths as 
it bas been. Then follows an account 
a the particulars of the riot, and of the 
ſults which were offered to the offi- 
ers of the revenue, merely becauſe 
bey were officers : but theſe particu- 
urs, as they are not immediately eſ- 
* Na preſent ſubject, and are 
* igheſt degree diſgraceful to 
hy wes are here omitted ; but 

ound in the letters to the 


1 dated Auguſt 15, 16, 
5 keceived the 14th of October: 
WA 


———— . — = 


Jell toill immediarely be killed ;—that al 
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it is hywever necefliry that the reads 
mould ſee the genetal Gtuation of the 
Province, ab deſcribed in the ſame let- 
ter. Every ont aprees that this niit bis 
@urerded all others known here, both i 
whe v#bemence of action and mi chievouſnd 
of mrentim; and never bad any nud jj 
many abe rłoru af cuneguencr as this 1s ſi 
Pe e bave bail. It is ſaid there were 
30 gerelamen aftors in this feene, tf 
wperſed with frow/ers and jackets on, be 

abs a much larger wumber behind tt 
vu ws The commun talk is, that th 

amp "a8 hall nor be executed here ;* 

rhat the man robo Men @ flampt paper i 


tur power of 'Great-Britaim ſhall n 
oblage therk to ſubmit to the ſtamp oft 
bat they vill die upon the ploce—t 
TRUTH IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE T 
ATTEMPT TO CARRY THE ACT INT: 
EXECUTION UNTIL FRESH ORDEF 
AND POWERS ARE COME FROM ENG 
LAND. The ſame perſon, in a ſubſ 
quent letter adds, I mention all 46 

| port 
o See letter to ſecretary of Nate, dated Ai 
22, received October 13, 1765. 
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ſorticulars, that your lordſhip may judge 
unc. from real circumſtances ; but t r 
n ohiaim, that the worſt that can haps 
Jen ſhould be expected. and providtd 
ga. I preſume that after this, ihe 
authority of an American government will 
never be left to the mercy of the people. 


This violence of proceeding, and r 
peſolutions of the reprejentatives of the 
drovince of Maſſachvuſet's bey, Which 
were fimilar to thoſe of Virginia, we: 
erted to the privy council, by the Board 
f Trade, on the iſt and 11th of Octo- 
i, 1765, That board, at the ame 
une, repreſented them to be / d:ng:s 
ſus tendency, efpeciatly as ronneFed 101.5 
 ſirit which had appeared throughout 
4 whole rondut of this aſſembly; ud 
in truth, a daring attack upon the 
"ution of this country; — nd in what- 
Abt theſo Aturbances are viewed, 
3 pet of the avowed objef, 
E, e perpetrators and abettors of 

eclare to be a general reſolution to 
A ad prevent the execution of an act 


HH of 
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of the parliament of Great- Britain; u 
in reſpect of the ſtate of goverhment and 
magiſtracy there, which repre- 
ſents to be utterly incapable of reſiſting a 
Juppreſing . theſe tumults and dijorderi; 
they were of ſuch high importance, thit 
no tune was to be teſt in direfing ſu 


meaſures as might be moſt prudent and 
Fectual. 


Theſe repreſentations contain ſo jul 
a ſtate of this important matter at tha 
time, and of the impreſſion which the 
intelligence from America muſt mak 
on all thoſe whom the moſt obſtinat 
prejudice had not hardened, that the 
are printed in the Appendix 


By this time the flame had begun i 
ſpread, and to threaten all thoſe wi 
were concerned in the collection of u 
part of the revenue: one of the oficall 
in America gave information *, not ol 


© See Appendix, No. 8, No. 9. 
«4 See letter to board of trade, dated Augul | 
received about the $th of October. ; 
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hat THE RINCIPAL PEOPLE or THE 
TOWN . von publicly avowed and 
whifed the act of demoliſbing Mr. Olivers 
[the diſtributor of ſtamps) houſe, but 
bat all kinds of ill humours were ſet on 
hat ; every thing that for years paſt had 
een the cauſe of any popular diſcontent 
us revived.— It ſeems the mob had ſet 
Dy \no leſs than 15, houſes, in or near 
be then, to he attacked the next night ; 
MONG WHICH WAS THE CUSTOM=- 
IOUSE, AND THE HOUSES OF SOME 
THE MOST RESPECT ABLE PERSONS 
TAE GOVERNMENT, TE 


A perſon immediately concerned in 
e collection of the cuſtoms writes 
s; I confider their fury againſt me to 
Keed from my capacity as an officer of 
| cube, and the check I am of courſe 
ber ſmuggling views; and from my 
| J lat ely received an unpopular Com- 
Wn relating to their riotous behaviour 


H 2 ta- 


. to ſecretary of ſtate, date Auguſt 28, 
Oftober 11, 1765. 
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toagande 2 ſhip which had been (cized, 
Fous aur ſituatian exp yes us to the laws 
Fa, not of @ trijling nab, but of a hi 
equntry inflamed to an intol:rable digrit 


ſubfect to no rule or order, but obandmed 
and licentious in princeple ;—and ith 
Protection or ſupport, either to enable u 
2% do gur duty, or preſerve our edc i 
ſociety. The ſame officer acquaints tht 
commiſſioners of the cuſtoms that, 7# 
mob had the audacity to jend mau 
importing that, if we 1ould ogree 119 | 
cerve our fees (for cuſtoms) age 
their will and pleaſure, and wud 4 t 
deliver the ſhips now under projecutio 
4 might come on ſhore in ſafety, aud ii 
en their protection. — Ihe cuſtom-bouſe, | 
conſequence of this, continued fone d 
ſhut up.—T complained to the gauer 
and a principal magiſtrate of the ft") 
who. ſent the above terms, with a u 
of having him puniſhed ;, and the na 


trate's warrant was returned by ti 


IAS =— =» 
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| 

See letter to commiſſioners of cuſtoms, 4 | 
September 5, received October 21, 17/65 
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riff as impoſſible to be executed under pert 
of bis lifes % that I con/ider this as an 
end of the proſecution for want of govern- 
ment, there being here an atjoluie juſ- 
n.. 


Theſe tumults were not more dange- 
rous to the government in themſelves, 
than to the dependence of the colonies 
ypon Great-Britain in their conſe- 
quences, and from the principles which 
pave riſe to them. Care was taken to 
niorm the adminiſtration of theſe, by 
fran{mitting- to. them thoſe anonymous 
papers, in which they are more openly 
nowed than it was poſſible for them to 
de in the reſolutions of any aſſembly z; 
tough the fame turbulent and intereſt- 
lawyers, who governed the councils 
if thole meetings, were well known to 
1 <o of theſe inflammatory 


lache of them, the Providence ga- 
WW minus, angus . 1705 
1 wich thete, among many fimi- 


lar 
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lar ſentiments and expreſſions; Yu, 
my countrymen „already feel ſome of the 
effetts of this horrid policy, men of wer, 
cutters, marines with their bayonets fixed, 
judges of admiralty, collectorr, comptrot- 
lers, ſearchers, tide-watters, land-waiters, 
with a whole catalogue of pimps, ſent 
over, not to protect our trade, but b di- 
Aroy it. Tt is adviſed to form in a ge- 
neral aſſembly, votes or reſolves to the 
following effect; That bis Majeſty ond 
his ſubſtitutes, together with the generdl 
afſembly of this colony, bade, in their ri 
preſentatrve capacity, the only exclujiut 
right to lay taxes and impoſts upon the it 
babitants of this colony; and that ev) 
attempt to veſt-ſuch power in any perſu 
or perſons whatſoever, other than the ge- 
neral aſſembly afereſaid, is unconſtilu. 

tional.—eThat his Majeſty's liege people ti 

inhabitants of this colony, are not buui 
to yield obedience to any law vr ordinanit 

defigned to impoſe any internal taxaii 

whatſoever upon them, other than il 

Jaws and ordinances of the general af no) 

aforeſaid. And to put it out of doubt 


0N 
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on whoſe principles and examples theſe 
ſentiments were formed, the ſame pa- 
per proceeds, We think that an addreſs 
of thanks ought to be voted by the general 
aſembly, to thoſe gentlemen who. diftin- 
euiſhed themſelves in the laſt ſeſſion of 
parlament, in defence of liberty and the 
olonies; in particular to general Con- 
Way, Ec. 1 
| But the officers. in America not only 
epreſented their diſtreſs, but the means 
do by which they might be relieved ; 
ey called for inſtructions from the 
prernment at home, that they might 
Kecute every part of this act; for aſſiſt- 
ce, that they might enforce it. There 
 [carcely an officer who does not com- 
kin, that he has received no inſtruc- 
ns for the execution; many, that 
e have not even an authentic copy of 
. There is ſcarcely a governor 
does not expreſs his weakneſs, and 
| Iplore the ſupport of that government 
E te intereſts of which he acts; 
"it, therefore, ” accumulating any 
more 
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more intelligence received from othet 
hands and other quarters, and which i 
all of the'ſame kind, it is now time ty 
examme what meaſures were taken bf 
adminiſtration, to check, repreſs and 
correct tumults, which ſtruck at the 
very foundations of government. 


It was plain, that although the ſtamp 
act was the pretext, the reſtrictions u 
on their trade, which are fo neceſlan 
and their defire # be independent « 
England, were among the real cauk 
of many of the American tumults; ti 
impatience of alt government whic 
ſome of the coloniſts expreſſed, thi 
oppoſition both to the former and lat 
cuſtom-houſe and commercial las 
which ſome even of their aſſemblt 
avowed, required to be immediat 
and effectually controuled. The nt 
fity of this meaſure was not unnd 
to the adminiſtration ; the repreſel 
tions of the board of trade had fctct 
upon their attention, and they the 
ſelves confeſſed it to be of % 
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ſuportance to the kingdom and legiflature 
of Great-Britain. It was indeed of 
\ WY importance, for it imported no lefs than 
ee maintaining the dependence of co- 
1 WW oties more extenſive than any nation 
Wdefore ever poſſeſſed ; and the retaining 
n obedience to commercial laws, and 
lireing the induſtry of an empire, up- 
n whoſe conſumption of our manufac- 
res the trade and credit of this king- 
om ſo immediately depend. To fe- 
re theſe intereſting objects the reader 
wpects to hear, that the moſt vigorous 
aſures were planned and executed; 
at the ſtrength of government in that 
duntry was accurately examined, and 
diciouſly diſpoſed; and that ſuch ad- 
tions to this, both of a military and 
Wl kind, were prepared, as the o- 
wn called for; and which being di- 
Ked (if neceſſary) againſt thoſe who 
Me moſt forward in rebellion, might, 

yrelſing theſe, prevent the crime and 
* Puniſhment of the reſt. This might 
| e deen the conduct of ordinary ſtateſ- 
dear miniſters dgſpifed ſuch ob- 
=_— I vious 
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vious remedies; and after much delk 
beration determined, that in order u 
check the mutinous, and correct the 
rebellious coloniſts, to vindicate the 
authority of parliament, maintain the 
empire of Great-Britain, and reſtore the 
peace of America, 'Mr. ſ——y 

ſhould write them à letter. This it 
which was neceſſary, and might hu 
been effectual if taken in the beginning 
of theſe diſturbances, and ſupported 
authority, became ridiculous when 
lone, and in a ſtate of ſuch extrem 
tumult ; and reminds one of a ſim 
expedient, related in the memours 6 
Madame de Nemours. Mr. de be 
fort de ſon coͤtè, qui men faiſoit pas nt 
gue le coadjuteur (pour s' oppoſer a 
paix) er qui cherchoit tous les moyens in 
ginables de Pempicher, crut en an 
frouve un infaillible, qu'il propoſe oN 
de Bellicure, en lui demandant pur 
'q niere d avis, ſi en dmnant un Joſh 
0 Mr. d Elbeuf, il ne changeroit ju 
1 face des affaires : à quoi Mr. de Bali 


l dit d roid plus du 
| | repon un agg jroi ? "I 
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grit que de la queſtion, qu'il ne croyoit 
gas que cela pit changer autre choſe que 
ha face de Mr. d Elbeif. 


But as this was the only ſtep which 
they propoſed to take, why was it ſo 
long delayed ? The moſt alarming in- 
vrmations had been received by them 
þ long'ago-as the 27th of July; they 
puld ſcarcely be ignorant that, in po- 
ular tumults, an immediate execution 
authority is required, and that delay 
yes to them confidence and ſtrength : 
| this exigence therefore no degree of 
lay can be vindicated, even the {(——y 
wes not attempt to yindicate, he diſ-- 
"ns it: he aſſerted in public, what 
e has written in his letter * of the 1 5th 
December, 1765, that his inſtruc- 
ns (dated the 24th of October, 1765) 
tre ſent on the firſt notice of theſe diſ- 
dener; and yet it is proved by his own 
dence, that on the 27th of July, 
bz, that is at three months diſtance 
I 2 from 


| be Appendix, No, 3. 
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from that time, he had received the 
Virginia reſolutions, that daring attach 
upon the conſtitution of this country, and 
intelligence that government was ſet if 
open defiance, not having ſirength in he 
hands ta enforce obedience ta the laws of 
the community. 


But I have done with the delay, and 
the denial of it; this delay had at leaf 
given him time to ſorm a plan of action, 
which ſhould be extenſive and effectull 
when he ſhould begin to operate; he 
had had leiſure to conſider the particul 
ſtate of every province, and to compar 
the diſorders which were complaineq 
of, With the reſources which were to bt 
found, and might be applied in each 
In fact, there was great reaſon for a 
attention of this kind, for the proyincs 
were known to be in very different fitu 
ations; in ſome the mob appeared alo 
in the riots, while thoſe who had al 
thing to riſque in the conteſt, contents 
themſelves with giving to them © 


cealed encouragement ; in others, fl 
princi 
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vineipal people of the town avowed 
the utmoſt violences; in one they had 
not yet declared their reſolution of free» 
ng themſelves from all cuſtom-houſe 
lays, though they had marked the cuſ- 
tom-houſe for deſtruction ; in another 
they already refuſed to pay any cuſtoms 
but ſuch as they themſelves ſhould re- 
pulate the payment of: the riots at 
Boſton were very different in their na- 
ture and purpoſes from thoſe which had 
haken Rhode-ifland ; the Virginia re- 
lutions had been, and were the alarum- 
ll to the diſaſfected, calling them to tu- 
mult and outrage; while the plan of a 
general aſſembly of committees, which 
ud proceeded from Maſſachuſet's- bay, 
covered more of a regular ſyſtem of 
lſtance, The reſources too were as 
Werent as the difficulties ; they were 
Þ be drawn from the particular conſti- 
ton and ſtrength of each government, 
pe temper of the people, the neigh- 
Purtood of the military force, and a 
wuland other circumſtances, of which 
—1½y was informed, 


The 
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The public will judge of the ability 
ſhewn by him in adapting the inſtruc- 
tions and aſſiſtances to the particular 
fituation of each province, when they 
find that 7he letter to every governor at 
the continent and in the iſlands, except- 
ing one, # exactly the ſame; and thut 
this fame letter, like Fack's parchnet 
m the tale of a tub, ſerves too, by tlc 
alteration of a very few ſentences, for 
* military orders to the commander in chi 
of the Britiſh forces in America. It wis 
not poffible that diſorders ſo various aud 
ſo violent could be remedicd by one 
application; and the preſcribing {or 
diſtempers . ſa very different the fame 
inſipid potion. of warm water, 1s 4 
practice of which our ſtate Songras! 
alone were capable. In the letter d 
the governor of Maſſachuſet's- bay the! 
is indeed ſome difference ; the readef 
who is informed that the project of 
general combination of America took 


10 


> See Appendix, No. 4. See Appendix, Na, 
See Appendix, No. 3. 
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Is riſe in that province, immediately 
ſuppoſes that in this ſeparate diſpatch 
ſome ſpecial inſtructions are given to 
prevent, diſſipate, or elude the opera- 
tions of this meeting; it is neceſſary to 
read this letter, to be convinced that 
a it no notice whatever is taken of the 
uprecedented, unconſtitutional and 
agerous deſign, 


They had, at the time when this let- 
r was written, received the fulleſt 
d moſt authentic intelligence, that 
me of the ſubjects of England had re- 
uſed obedience to an act of the legiſta- 
we; and forced the officers to whom 
e execution of it in America was en- 
ſed, to reſign their poſts. To be per- 
ly acquainted with the means uſed 
r the attainment of this end; to judge 
it the temper oſ the colonies, and of 
e ſtate of government in them, ſee 
pendix, No. 12. The ſtate of the 
Witter is ſo exactly deſcribed, in a let- 
Wrefſed to Mr. C y, that it is 
te referred to, though it was not re- 

cCeͤived 


* 
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ceived till four days after the date of hi 
diſpatch z becauſe it might, and ought 

to have been ſeen by adminiſtration, i 
the ſame light in which it was by the 
writer of this letter. It appears from 
thence * that tbe general ſcheme concerted 
#broughout America was, firft by menaty, 
or force, to oblige the ſtamp-officers to tt 
fign their employments, in which they bal 
generally ſucceeded ; and next to deſtroy tht 
Samp-papers upon their arrival; tht 
having no lamps, neceſſity might be u 
excuſe for the diſpatch of buſineſs withul 
them ; and thet before they could be ni 
placed, the clamour and outcry of it 
people, with addreſſes and remonſtranct 
From the aſſemblies, might procure « i 
peal of the act. 


] It was no part of the queſtion, wit 
ther the miniſtry for the time ba 
| approved of the principles and purpola 
| h of that act or not. The power of judge 
| ing whether or no an act of policy 


| 1 See Appendix, No. 10 
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ball be carried into execution, is not 
by the conſtitution entruſted to any 
miniſtry. Tue BILL OF RIGHTS, as 
it was drawn on account of this power 
tſurped by the crown, ſo it is moſt ex- 
preſs againſt the exertion of it. The 
patriots of that age had felt the exten- 
ive effects of this diſpenſing power; 
und had ſeen it bring their religion and 
tberties into the moſt imminent danger; 
o prevent therefore the poſſibilty of 
y future miniſters being ſo much 
ped from theſt᷑ duty as to ſuſpend the 
xecution of the law, THE BILL OF 
lenrs declares, that this pretended 
wer of ſuſpending of laws, or the exe- 
un of laws by regal authority, without 
e conſent of parliament, ts illegal. 


But be it that they had a right to 
Iend the execution of this law, be- 
uſe they did not approve it; they 
* prized, that there had ariſen in 
TIC a ſpirit of oppoſition to the 
| ble lyſtem of cuſtsm-houſe laws, an 
puence of thoſe ties, which even 

K T the 


: 
: 
| 
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the moſt partial to the claims of the 
colonies muſt confeſs to be neceſſuy 
for the common good; that the mor- 
chants ® 7 here think they have 4 right tg 
every. freedom of trade, which the  ſubjedls 
of Great-Byitain now enjoy : a freedom 
Which would render the colonics nd 
only of no. benefit, but in the highel 
degree. prejudicial to. the commerce and 
welfare of their mother-country. Thi 
opinion, and they did not contest 
themſelves with the bare opinion, mak 
it neceſſary to ſecure the collection, ud 
of a new and internal, but of old extets 
nal duties, which had ever been ſub 
mitted to, and conſtantly though impe 
fectly collected; and to eſtabliſh ta 
great act of navigation; which was th 
effect of wiſe and extenſive policy, g 
the deepeſt wound to the trade 4 
power of Holland, and acquires | 
England the maritime empire of k 
rope. 


— 


je BY ” 
See HE to Mr, C-—y, dated Noren „ th 


1765 


[ 5 | 

Bif be it, that the Taws of the cuf- 
toins too were to be diſpenfed with; 
gaming that they were all repealed by 
that voice, and at that moment when 
N was declared, that he ſalvation of 
Grett-Britain depended on a total repeal 
of all cuſtom=houſe laws, and the univerſal | 
extenſion of the laws of extiſe, and there- | 
fore that it was no patt of the duty of 
adminiſtration to enforce the execution 
of them; ſtill there remained the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons for a ſpeedy and vigo- 
tous interpoſition : the Engliſh govern- 
ment in America was weak, precarious, 
malle to ſecure the execution of the com. 
Won Harun of peace and good order, inflted, 
Wed. Theſe diforders, ſo diſgraceful 
u themfelves, fo dangerous iti their 
tonſequences, required to be imthedi- 
ately and. effectually controlted ; aid 
Fould have been controlled by any mi- 
Miters but thoſe guibus patriz ſalur & "- 
Bgniter poſterior ful tombratione & h- | 
n Picis commodus fuit. | 


— — 


The ſtamp- act was avowedly reject- i 
the cuſtom-houſt laws openly vio- | 
K 2 lated, 
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lated, the officers menaced, inſulted 
and ſpoiled, the offenders unpuniſhed, 
and government diſſolved. Read now 
the diſpatch of the 24th of October? 
which was to contain the s ful. 
leſt inſtructions; you will not find in Wea 
it any inſtructions whatever; at thi; dj 
tance he does not think it poſſible to gi 
pofitroe inſtructions to the officers, not 
even inſtructions to obey and to enforce Mean 
the laws of their country. This duty, 
which ſhould have been the firſt objcd 
of his care and directions is entirely Wer o; 
omitted ; the utmoſt vigour which he 
recommends riſes no higher than to . 
Pell acts of outrage, not to puniſh them, 
or to maintain and execute the laws d 
England. But even this degree of a: 
ertion is not to be reſorted to till ths e la 
laſt extremity; /entent and perfugqin 
methods, the utmoſt lenity, theſe are th 
arms which he directs the gover10 hl, 
and the commander in chief to opp% v aſe 
to the revolt which he ſaw ſo u 
verſal. 


See Appendix, No. 4+ 
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He had been repeatedly informed that 


te ſchemes of independence were form- 
d ond guided by the lawyers, and ſupported 
y the principals of the provimces*; but 
this encreaſed the danger of the inſur- 
ions, and the neceſſity of an inter- 


jon the intelligence in his hands, and 
pes and expects (which words if they can 


jean any thing as applied to a thing paſt - 


uſt mean believes that ibis refiſtance 
the authority of the mother-country, 
mn only have found place among the lower 
V more ignorant of the People. Inſtead 


of 


To the other proofs of this add the following 
mat of a letter to Mr. C y, dated December, 
> 1765, and therefore ſubſequent to his letter. 
ie lawyers are the ſource from whence the cla- 
ns have flowed in every province. In this pro- 
nothing publick is tranſacted without them, 
ien to be wiſhed that even the bench was free 
adlame, The whole body of mercnants in ge- 
+ ﬀembly-men, magiſtrates, &c. have been 
* . this plan of riots, and without the influence 
þ iltpation of theſe, the inferior people would 


quiet: very great pains were taken to 


= them before they ſtirred, 
tt too 


* curious paper in Appendix, No. 11, 


ohtion, he contradicts without heſita- 


— — — - 
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the intent is rather to check, tha 


the crown; not to quell the nos! 
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of that tone of authority which alone 
can enforce obedience of thoſe order 


And directions which the dangerous ſites 


tron of America, and the requeſts of th 
officers there called for, the whole teh# 
of his letters is languor and debility; 
it is true > that ſuch vague and gener 
expreſſions are uſed, as leave the water 
at liberty to own of to diſavo the me 
fares which ſhall be perſued after it 
feceipt of the letter; to divide with 
of take from the officers to WHO 
was addreſſed, the reputation f th 
ſucceſs ; or to turn on them alone the 
odium of a miſcarriage; and ſuch quill 
fying words intermixed, as by 2 cautiou 
hand are ever uſed to prevent it poſi 
any parliamentary danger; but it is 
poſſible to read it without ſceing tat 


to excite the ardour of the officers 


which he ſaw the tendency, but to cu 
any operations which might diſcour 
thoſe diſturbances by which he men 
profit, If this purpole was lels ny 


N 


' 


£ 
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. 


than it is in bis diſpatches, it is put out 
f daubt by the declaration which 
the fame officer is ſaid * to. have made, 
that be would ſooner cut off his right-band 
than order troops to march to ſuppreſs this 
lun of freedom. His letter is perfectly 
onſiſtent with his declaration; and tho“ 
e lament that his conduct has loſt to 
weat-Britain the hands of all the in- 
abitants of America, yet we mult ac- 1 
owledge that the right-hand of that | 
ght honourable Gentleman is perfectly 


- 


To be convinced of the evil effects 
ich theſe his diſſertations upon pru- 
ace and levity muſt, have had in the, 
dſt of ſo much tumult, let us {ſuppoſe 
g moment that the procraſtinating 
1 had ſtill procraſtinated; even 
8 delay or his neglect would have been 
pernicious to his country than diſ- 
atches of lo much Caution. The 
fficers in America might ſtill have 
hoped 


IM oe ů — ——  - — — — — — 
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* This is 


d ; . 
dad expreſt doubtfully, becauſe the authority 
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hoped, that their obedience to the la 
of England, amidſt the general contempt 
of them, would be eſteemed a ſervice, 
and receive encouragement and ſupport 
they might have continued to encourage 
the loyal, and to check the violence d 
the rebellious, by turning the eyes d 
both towards Great Britain, who would 
reward her friends, chaſtiſe her foes 
and vindicate her juſt authority. The 
arrival of the pacquet deprived them 
even of this reſource : They ſaw the 
miniſters in England either too timid to 
enforce the law, or determined to {ul 
pend and repeal it; and they ſaw there 
fore the folly of expaſing themſelves t 
the fury of an enraged people, in ſuppoſ 
of an a& which the adminiſtration di 
not intend to execute. If theſe obviow 
reflexions did not immediately occir 
to the officers themſelves, they Wet 
however ſoon ſuggeſted to them by the 
oppoſers of the act; for the Americus 
faw this condu in its true light; in thal 
in which the —y muſt have wiſheb 
them to ſee it ; They had formed * 


1 
| 


| 
1 
of it as ſoon as they were informed of | 
his promotion ; they expreſs them thus?, 
it may be worth the ſerious confideration 
of thoſe who would officiouſly endeavour to 
enſlave their countrymen, to enforce it 
(the ſamp- act whether they will not. be | 
more likely to receive the frowns,- than the | 
ſmiles of their ſuperiors, for their activity ] 
in ſo odious an office. P | 


—_ — 
- 


F 


When therefore the diſobedient ſaw 
theſe expectations . anſwered by the 
—y's diſpatch, they, who had no | 
eſtraint upon them but the fear of | 
npliſh diſpleaſure, were convinced too | 
by tale letters that they might offend 
ith impunity ; when they ſaw a total 
unihilation of government ſubmitted 
o, and an avowed and violent reſiſtance 
o the Engliſh parliament calling forth 
© utmoſt lenity, they perceived that 
t miniſtry, though they did not yet 
future toavow, did however approve 
proceedings; that they had no- 
3 to fear from their diſpleaſure, or 
L from 


5 | 
ee 0 Hens: * a a 
1 :itutional Courant, No. 1. 
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from their orders, without which 90 
American officer would take any deci- 
five ſtep ; and they received from hence 
that kind-and that degree of encourage- 
ment which nothing elſe could har 
given to them. Ge 


The intentions of the miniſtry ar 
proved, not only by the ſteps which 
they did take, but alſo from their neg: 
lect of thoſe which they ought to hae 
taken. It is not always juſt to argue act: 
minality of this kind from an omiſlioh 
but it is impoſſible not to deduce it 
this caſe ; becauſe the omiſſion was thi 
of a ſtep which the importance of ti 
object, the requiſitions of the Ameri 


ofhcers, and the repreſentations of tif {el, 
Board of Trade had ſhewn them to by 
neceſſary, and which they had ms If 
to be ſo in their own report. a 
| 4 

To be convinced of this, let ui Whi 


. poſe that every thing hitherto had be 
well conducted ; let us grant, wy 
the 14th of September the 10 


ſl 


1791 
vt eren gueſs what he ſhould deter- 
nine on the zd of October, concerning 
a matter, on which he had had the 
time paſſed ſince the 27th of July to 
meditate; and therefore that hc ated 
with all poſſible vigour as well as cau- 
tion, when, after an interval of more 
than fix weeks, he referred the officers 
in America to a future deciſion of the 
privy council for their inſtructions ; let 
us imagine too, that till the 3d of-Oc- 
tober he thought ſo lightly of the privy 
council, as to expect that they would 
decide on a matter too high for their 
deliberation ; and that he did not know 
that it was neither his nor their province 
to debate upon the propriety of laws, 
but that it was his duty to addreſs him- 
elf to the execution of them. At leaſt, 
by the report of the privy council made 
on that day, his uncertainties muſt have 
been removed; they were removed; he 
limſelf Joins at leaſt in that report 
which declares that, cis matter is Pro- 
per only for the confideration of farta- 
wn. There never had ariſen a point 


1 which 


—— —— —— — . — 
—ͤ—— —— — — —— ů —— — 


— CELE 2—_—_ _— - - 


—— 


— 


— 


W „ 


— 


3 _ - 
— — 8 


* 
= 
5 
o 
| : 
1 
[i 
* 
1 
= 
+ 
4 
= 
4 
4 
1 3 
'£ 
o 
4 
Ws 
* q 
0 
i 
+. 
3 
Fl 
F. 
Ly 
þ 
4 


— cc, 1 —— 
_ _—_— Y = 
- yt. 


IS 
py 
— — EEE. 


—— — 
— 


—— —̃ —' — —-—-— | 
— - — C —_— — IT — * — 
- 4 pm _— K a p 4 : 

—— — — 2 — 4 


— - 


— 
2 —_ 


——ä— 2 — — — 


80 

which, from its importance both in it- 
ſelf and in its conſequences, called more 
loudly for the intervention of that aſ. 
ſembly: the ſupport which might he 
claimed from near two millions of peo- 
ple was to be determined by it; and 
the queſtion whether Great-Britain has 
a right to the obedience of her colonies, 
was involved in the deciſion, 


This report had been made on the 3d 
of October; by the 8th of that month 
the adminiſtration had authentic and 
particular intelligence, that the princi- 
ples of reſiſtance and independence, 
which had been unchecked, had pro- 
duced their natural conſequences, tu- 
mult and rebellion, What now does 
the reader expect from a miniſtry, which 
doubtful in itſelf, and looking round 
for direction, had not hitherto been able 
to receive any, but that they ſhould 
immediately have had reeourle to that 
council for which no-matter is too high; 
from which the repeal of every Jai 
found inexpedient is to take its riſe, tis 


authorll 


A 


[8+ ] 

authority of which would ſecure obe- 
dience to it till the propriety of the re- 
peal had been conſidered, and to which 
the repreſentation of the Board of Trade 
and their own report referred them ? 
The great council of the kingdom ? He 
expects to ſee a proclamation, dated on 
the oth of October, which would have 
aſembled the parliament by the latter 
end of November, An immediate call 
of the ſenate was the more neceſſary, 
decauſe it was reaſonable to expect that 
tte diſcuſſion of ſo important a ſubject 
ould employ ſome time; the adminiſ- 
ation could not be afſured that the par- 
ment, which had been almoſt una- 
mous in approving the principles, and 
acting the clauſes of the ſtamp-aQ, 
duld immediately and without heſita- 
en conſent to the repeal of it. The 
Kis, that fixteen days after the re- 
apt of this intelligence, the miniſtry, 
Lipite of the call from the diſtreſs of 
ole continent, from their own neg- 
5 from their own acknowledgments, 

Wd the k—g to prorogue the par- 


liament ; 


82 J. 
1 liament; it was prorogued on the 24th 
of October, and on the very fame day 
on which they betrayed the empire of 
Great-Britain, by the timid duplicity 
of the inſtructions ſent abroad, they de- 
prived her too of the aſſiſtance which 
might have been received ſrom more 
vigorous counſels at home. 


A conduct which can be accounted 
for only by one motive; they had rs 
ſolved from ſpleen, faction, jealouly 
or reſentment to repeal an act, the lus 
ceſs and good effects of which woul 
ſtill have encreaſed the reputation of ta 
miniſter who, planned it; they feared 
that the authority and the wiſdom 
parliament would be able even yet 
check the rebellion of the provin® 
and enforce the law; they wiſhed ti 
rebellion ſhould gain ſtrength, that if 
might apply to the fears of thofc, ud 
reaſon they could not hope to come 
they ſacrificed to theſe views the pt kn 
[i : ; he {tall Ct 
# nent intereſts and honour of t = 79 
and encouraged by their conn ho 
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and by the prorogation of the parlia- 
ment, that reſiſtance and thoſe tumults, 
which they meant to apply to their own 
factious purpoſes. 


Unhappily for the public, theſe de- 
ſigus were but too ſucceſsful ; the riots 
in America became more general, and 
more dangerous : - it will appear by the 
intelligence ſubſequent to this period, 
pf which I ſhall now ſtate ſome part, as 
nearly as may be, in the order of time 
In which it is dated, that even their 
nies could not form a ſcene of greater 
narchy than their conduct had produced 
America; that they were informed 
ery minutely of a total diſſolution of 
ery part of government, and that al- 
ough the ſtamp-act was the pretext, 
tt the cauſes and the objects of their 
&ntment were alſo the reſtraints on 
Kr trade, and their ſubjection to 
Pat-Britain: theſe were really felt, 
bile the ſtamp-act, which was formed 
ute itſelf, which affected ſcarcely 
1 but thoſe of whoſe ability the very 

payment 
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payment was a proof, which was cog. 
feſſed by the Americans to be the mol 
eligible of all the taxes which could be 
impoſed, and which, as it had not bee 
executed, could not yet have been ops 
preſſive, was only the occaſion of thek 
inſurrections. 


This opportunity was taken (ſays tit 
writer of a letter from America) # 
Shew their reſentment to every officer u. 
der the crown; and particularly t1 f 
officers of the cuſtoms in this port; ll 
whom they had been and ſtill continuth 
be much difpleaſed, for their vigilance 
putting the acts of trade in force, 
endeavouring to prevent abuſes of i 
fame. A letter to the ſ— has 
pailage*; The. country has grown m 
and more enflamed ; every where hav 
beard loud declarations that they u 
not ſubmit to the ſtump- act upon on A 


C008 


See letter to gommiſſioners of cuſtoms, & 
September 7, 1765. 

See letter to Mr. Conway, dated _ 
1765, _—_ November 4. 


L 85 ] 
tount, or in any inflance.—T obſerved that 
b. violence of the mob had intimidated 
Wl ſome of the beft people in the province, and 
lle cauſe of the king and parliament | 


almoſt without an advocate. 


It is apparent, from their proceedings *, | 
that there it among them an intention and f 
an expectation of improving the preſent ili { 
bumour of the people into an actual breach 
with Great-Britain ; or at leaſt of gain- 
mg ſuch a triumph over Great-Britain, 
by obligmng her to repeal this law under 
actual refiſtance of it, as to make her 
mtbority contemptible hereafter. 


The ſteps they took for this purpoſe, 

None of the provinces, were theſe ; 

One and all cried out, let us ſee who will | 
re put the act in execution, upon the 

Rernor's appointment; wwe. will take 

ure of that, | | 


1 


3 In 


dle odr Pownall, dated October 1,1765. 


Ka "tothe commiſſioners of ſtamps dated 
"0H 1765, 
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In another government this paper 
was ; paſted up at the door of every pub. 
lic office, and at the corners of the 
ſtreets 

g Pro Patrid. 

The firſt man that either diſtributes, i 
makes uſe of flamped paper, let bim tak 
tare of bis houſe, perſon and effects. 

We dare. Vox Popul, 


i ſhall conclude (ſays an intelligent 
writer ”) with the following objervaing 
that if Great- Britain can or will ſift 
ſuch conduct in ber colonies to paſs u. 
puniſhed, a man need not be a prophet, u 
the ſon of a prophet, to ſee clearly, thi 


ber empire in North- America it at a 0b 
end. : - A 
2 

But whether his Majeſty and bi man 
ters can or will wink at and overlut thi | 
ul s and Os and permit thet ver 
calm 'Y 


* See letter to commiſſioners of ſtamps, & 
Ottober I2, 1765. 

"+ Yee letter to commilioness of ſtamps, # 
November 2, 1765, 


% 


1 

coloniſts to refuſe obedience. to an aft 
of parliament, and alſo to declare it ille- 
gol and unconſtitutiongl, the writer docs 
not determine. 


Britain (ſays the fame correſpondent, 
in the ſame letter) muſt fit determine, 
whether ſhe is to govern or not; and 
whether ſhe will permit us ta put our;{olves 
under the protection of France or Sgain; 
as many upon the continent declare they 
will ward off the ſlamp- act until they can 
get France or Spain to protect them.—T be 
Ie of this aft will abſolutely determine 
Britains ſovereignty in America; for if 
by theſe rebellious methods we can get this 
a repealed, I doubt not but ſome of my 
eoldren will live to ſee @ duty laid by the 
Americans on ſome things imported from 
Great-Britgin. 


A' perſon very well informed, and 
ei capable of judging, writes thus; 
Tu may imagine that the popular party 

| M 2 i 


dee a wr to the lords of trade, dated. Novem- 
* 30, 1765, 
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is greatly elated with this acceſſion of 
firength, founded upon the ruins of the 
power of government. Some of them talk 
of it with an indiſcretion that is amazing, 
x as if this town was to remain for ever un. 
dependent of the king's government. Ont 
Jays, there has not been enough done; thert 
Nl wants more correction: another ſays, A 
; Ii us ſee now Wwh0 will ſeize merchants gocdi 
ö what judge will condemn them ; what 
Will court will dare to grant writs of aſſiſtant 
q now. "Others talk as familiariy of tum. 
ing out the governor, for adhering to tit 
king and parliament, as they could db d 


Rbhode-i/land or Connecticut. 


The * leaders or conductor: of the mil 
had offered to take any kind of goods, lull 


to ſeizure, under their protection; ai 


bid defiance to the officers of the cuſtoms. 


They * had ſurrounded the cuſtom-bui 
and demanded the perſons of the cala 
and comptroller. 


See letter to commiſſioners of cuſtoms, da 


September 7, 1765. 
* See advertiſement, dated September 3, !/ 
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The riot raiſed on the iſt of Novem- 
ber, in New-York, was ſo unprovoked, 
and, in its conſequences, ſo dangerous a 
defance and attack on government, that 
the account which was publiſhed of it 
by themſelves is printed in the Apj en- 
dir. See Appendix, No. 13. 


In this riot the lieutenant-governor 
had been abuſed, inſulted, and plun- 
dered; and major James, after ſuffer- 
ing the fame violences, had been 
obliged to withdraw himſelf from their | 
fury, by taking refuge on board a ſhip, " 
nd to leave a country, in which xo ob- 
lon could be made to him, but Bis dar- 
lg to put the king's fort into a flate of 
ence againſt the ſovereign lords the peo- 

b. as they flyled themſelves; and for 
wich ofence they reſolved to make him an 
ample of their diſpleaſure. 


But (ſays a correſpondent, ſpeaxing 
e [cent riot) it was de/igned as on 

inſult 
a to Mr. C—y, dated December I 3s 


* to Mr, C-——y, dated December 18, 


7 


* 


importance of checking it, was ſtill i 


duced and accompanied it: theſe mi 


which is deſcribed in one * them 
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inſult upon the king's authority, as a li- 
ror to the king's officers, and to ſhew that 
they were nothing in the eyes or the band; 


of the people. 
The flate and anarchy and confuſim 


we are now in (lays a writer well qui- 
lined to judge) ix beyond deſcription; 
every thing being under the power of tit 
People, who undertake to govern in al 
caſes, and regulate all public affairs, 
BELIEVE THEY THINK THE Most 
EFFECTUAL WAY TO GET THE ACT 
REPEALED, is TO INSULT THE Al* 
THORITY THAT MADE IT, 


Alarming and rebellious as this cot 
duct appears, the danger of it, and the 


greaſed by the principles which pr 


be found in the popular publications Ni 
America, with regard to Great-Brital 


« See letter to commiſſioners of ** dard! 
cember 3, 1765. 
* Providence Gazette, Auguſt 24s 1765 


v7 
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4 notber- country, who, in their ſtupidity, 
have judged it criminal for us to becoms 
our own manufatturers. 


Theſe are ſome of the political prin- 
ciples which they contained and diſ- 
perled *, The public faith of the nation, 
m which till now we thought we might 
ecurely confide, is violated, and we rob- 
ed of our deareſt rights, by the late law 

efting a amp-office among us.—Let us 
pldly deny all Juch uſurped juriſdiction (it 
$ the juriſdiction of the Britiſh parlia« 
dent of which he ſpeaks) we owe them 
more ſubjection, in this reſpect, than 


0 Divan of Conſtantinople.— The true 
tht BP" of liberty, wöbo deteſt and abbor the 
| 10+ BP -act from principle, and a certain 
pie BP Pledge of their rights violated by that 


Ax act illegally obtruded upon us to 
e us of our moſt ſacred rights, and 
e our freedom to flavery, by a legi- 
"we who bas no lawful authority over 
But bow came the Engliſb parlia- 
*. fuch a right over us ?-—T heir 


power 


nſitutonal Courant, No. r. 
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former (with regard to liberty and pro- 

perty) it purely local. — Heaven defend u 

from ſuch repreſentatives. —They hav 

taten upon them to deprive us of our 

, rights, which are not under their jurſ: 
diction. 


Theſe and the like principles, which 
were conſtantly publiſhed * : ſerve th 
purpoſe of exciting rhe people to diſobediu 
of the laws, and to edition, were nt 
the productions of the lower and mu 
ignorant of the people, but, as a perioty 

- who knew the characters of the med 
informed Mr. C——y, /me of th 
oft popular lawyers are the author! 
theſe ſeditious papers; and have i 
eountenanced by ſome of the judges, © 
ethers of the higheſt truſt in the gout 
ment. 0 


Indeed the influence and ſupport 


the writers was ſo extenſive, that 
cou 


: gee letter to Mr. C r, dated S. ptenbe 
1765. received October 28. 
Sec the ſame letter. 
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council of the province agreed * That is 
was not a praper time o projerute the 
ſrinters and publiſhers of theje fait 
papers; the Attorney Goneral lreewsſe. 
not thinking himjel} jaje to commence any 
uh projecution. ” 


But theſe principles were not confined 
fo particular perſons, the general aſſem- 
bly of Maffachuiet's-bay had actually 
prepared a bill enacting. Tat i ſbal! 
md may be lawful to do bufimeſs without 9 
jamps, the act of parkament ta the con- 6, 
ory notwithſtanding. 


ipondent ' of Mr. C y's) who are 
Woared in form, have declared publicly, | 
wt all power from the people; that it rs | N 
intel eith certain bonnds, that if theſe | 

| 

| 


The people Connecticut, (fays 4 cor- | | 
| 


Wd: art exceeded, power de volves to 
I Nd . tbe | 


5 ceived, October 28. h 
y leer to Mr, Pownall, dated October 26, 


be letter to Mr. C., dated December 19, 
| 


5 
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the people; that where there is no othe 
redreſs, as in the ſtamp-act, the people 
ſhould reſume their power; therefore they 
recommend, with threats againſt diſobt- 
dience, that the public officers ſhould pri 
ceed in their bufineſs without flamps : thi 
i a formal reſumption of government by 
the people. 


The aſſembly of New Jerſey reſolved, 
nem. con. That all ſupplies being fret 
gijts; for the people of Great-Britam f 
grant to his Majeſty the property of ti 
people of this colony, without their mt 
conſent, and being repreſented, would 
unregſonable; and render uſeleſs Ale. 
tion in this colony in the moſt cli 
Point. 


Among the votes of the aſſembly a 
New York ſtands the following; I. 


gredtf 


= See extract from Votes of Aſſembly of Ne# 
Jerſey, November 30, 1765. 

n See extract from Votes of Aſſembly of NN 
York, 
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greateſt inconſiſtency with the known prin- 
eiples of the Engliſh conſtitution, to ſup- 
poſe that the honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons of Great-Britain, can, - without di- 
veſting the inhabitants of this colony of 
their maſt eſſential rights, grant to the 
crown, their, or any part of their eftates, 


for any purpoſe whatſoever. 


Each of theſe reſolutions were ac- 
companied by others of the {ame nature 
and tendency, which were deſigned to 
eſtabliſh the claim of an abſolute inde- 
pendence on the Britiſh - parliament. 
That the reader may be enabled to judge 
of the ſpirit and purpoſe of them, thoſe 
of Philadelphia are printed more at 


length in the Appendix. See Appen 
lx, No, 14. | 


2K — OO 2 


[t was to enable them to maintain 
this independence, that an unprecedent- 
5 legal and dangerous meeting of 
ammittees from all the provinces was 
lembled at New Vork, to enable them, I 
their own expreſſion, to become @ 1 

N 2 bundle 1 


— 
_ 


—ͤ — — — 


ſtrong among them. The queſtion is nit 
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bundle of” flicks, which can neither he 
bent nor broken. Other pretences were 
given to this aflembly, but its tendency, 
and the ſpirit of thoſe who compoſed it, 
are thus ' deſcribed by a very judicious 
hand ; * They are of various charatters 
and opinions, but it is to be feared, in 
general, that the ſpirit of Democracy i 


of the inexpediency of the ſtamp- act; ir 
of the mability of the colonies to pay tht 
tax; but that it is unconſtitutional, and 
contrary to their rights ; ſupporting tit 
independency of the provinces ; and nit tl 
be ſubjett to the legillative power of Grau- 
Britqm. 


There was no ſtep which require 
more the interpoſition of government 
than this: if the other inſtances of the! 
ſeditious temper might be called {uddel 
tumults, which built on no premed: 
tated deſign, and directed only to tem 


porary purpoſes, might ceaſe with i 


preſets 


Eve 
owed 
em 
force 


Len letter to Mr, C -, dated November blanc 


1765. - 
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preſent frenzy, and leave their traces 
only in the devaſtation they had com- 
mitted ; this was more hoſtile in its ap- 
peatance, implied more of a deep and 
dangerous ſpirit of determined revolt, 
and by the very precedent left the moſt 
alarming conſequences : and yet al- 
though the nature, deſign, and conſe- 
quences of this meeting, were repeatedly 
and by various hands pointed out to 
tem, the adminiſtration obſerved, du- 
ing this whole proceeding, a total fi- 
ence ; and left the Americans unre- 
rained to form a general congreſs, 
which, bearing the appearance of a na- 
onal, as the ſeveral afſemblies bore of 
provincial repreſentative, might turn 
© eyes, affections and reſpects of the 
Aoniſts from the legiſlature of Great- 
pitain to this American parliament, 


Even the laſt ſtep of formed and 
owed rebellion was ventured on by 
Mm; that of raiſing a regular body 
lorces to be oppoſed to thoſe which 
Sand might employ. In 


three gentlemen of fortune profeſs to bart 


dangereus confederacy) before the 1 
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75 this town (lays a * perſon on the 
ſpot) all power is in the hands of tit 
people; out of which, under pretence if 
uniting two parties in the town, art 
armed two companies, under two prifif 
captains; who are ſaid to be able to mi | 
fer 400 men on à ſhort warning. Tub f 
the command of theſe bands, and it is hope 1 
they have; as the governor (whgle as 
thority could not command ten men) 
and every other officer of the crown lie d 
their mercy. 


Ten days, or more, (ſays the writer? 
of a very circumſtantial account of ti 


5th of November, two gentlemen, called 
the richeſt merchants in this town, cui, 
tained the principal men of theſe pu 1 
and reconciled them to one anothtr, 


ether purpoſes I fear than burning © 4 


See letter to the lords of trade, dated Noth 
30, 1765. 1 

+ See letter to the lords of trade, dated Nota 
26, 1705. 


1991 


Thus was celebrated the union Between 
theſe two bands, who (at a time when 
the militia have refuſed to obey the captain 
general, and it has been ſaid publicly, at 
a trron-meeting, that they were not obliged 
to obey him} are ſaid to be well trained, 
ond ready to obey orders upon proper occa- 


fans. 


Such was the ſtate of government 
in the American provinces ; 


I ſhape it might be called, which ſhape had nont 
Diſinguiſbable in member, joint or limb; 
Dr ſalſtance might be called that ſbadow ſeemed; 


An exigence in which the fulleſt and 
moſt particular inſtructions, and the 


kameſt encouragements, were neceſ- 
wry to direct and aſſiſt the officers in 
e performance of their duty: an aſ- 


Mance and encouragement towards 
ich they were ever turnin g their eyes 
d hopes, and ever in vain. For with 
1 to the execution of the particular 
Fein queſtion, the miniſtry ſo little 

intended 
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ſ intended it, that they did not even {end 
| the common directions for that purpoſe; 
or even copies of the act. 


The complaints of this neglect ar 
very numerous, and from different quar- 
ters. I encloſe berewith (ſays an offi 
N cee) à certificate of my having taken the 
1 eath required by the flamp- act; which 
| —4 tramed from @ copy of the act printed 
1 = z there being not one authentic al 
bere ; there never were but tw; and 
thoſe fent under private covers. Li 
range 4. ſhould not have thiſe af 
Sent them by which. they are liable i 
penalties. | 


I beg leave to repreſent to your tri 
Epe (lays another) thor I was At A 
myſelf, without any inſtructiuns or tre 
tions from your right honourable bool, 
guide me through this wilderneſs. 1 

E * 


ﬀ Ses letter to Mr. Pownall, dated Oda 
1765. 

* See letter 10 lords of trade, dated Novenbe 
7765. 
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hrdfbips will, I hope, forgive me for ſay- 
ing, that I even had not the common no- 
tice of there being ſuch an act, as it bas 
never been ſent to me. 


I am," my lords, (theſe are the words 
pf a third) under great difficulties, with 
a dect to the flamp-att ; not having to 
this day received the aft of parliament, 
pr one ſcrape of a pen about it; nor ts 
oy flamp-paper or officer yet arrived 
lere. (This was eight days after the 
lay fixed for the commencement of the 
&) I fear, my lords, there has been an 
mſton ſomewhere relative to this matter, 
lich embarraſſes me greatly. 


And, to omit ſeveral others of the 
e kind, even fo late as the 13th of 
oember a correſpondent * writes thus 
the Board of Trade: We are indeed 
Fiicularly circumſtanced in this province 


O 


a to the lords of trade, dated November 

195, 
* to the lords of trade, dated November 
$ : 


with. 


n 3 2 A . wc we — 
* 


* — 
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with regard to the famp- act; for era 
if there was no oppoſition given to it, it 
could not be put in force, as no commiſim 

or mſtruttions for the purpoſe are yet come iy 
band, if ſent from England; and ithut 
them the perſon nominated diſtributor if 
ſtamps could not be qualified to execute th 
Mee, were he ſo inclined. 


But bare official inſtructions were not 
the only ones which the occaſions and 
the applications of the officers demand- 
ed; they had hoped, they ſtill hoped 


to receive the ſupport and authorit : 
which England alone could give them; < 
and which was thought as neceſſary! ed 
1 preſerve the peace of the provinces, 9 N 
1 the dominion of Great-Britain. S an 
4 of the principal ringleaders in 1 be tt for, 


Id! rits (fays a correſpondent ” ) walt i 
Wl ftreets with impunity; o office! 55 
{ | attack them, no attorney- general p! gal 
l} them, no witneſs appear again} k | 4 

ot 0 


and no judge fit upon them ; hf 


7 


» See letter to board of trade, dated Des 
17, 1765. | | 


| 
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remain until other orders than this go- 
_ v7rment can give ſball be taker. 


By this you may gueſs (writes a perſon | 
* of unſhaken loyalty to England) vw. 
6 flate this government is in; and it i 
not likely ta mend, "till the power and au- 
thority of Great-Britain comes to our {1 
relief. Far this I can quote à great po- 0 
liician of this ton, who is naw at New- 
York, attending the congreſs there. This 
gentleman (it is Mr. Otis of whom he 
ſpeaks) has, I believe, contributed more 
than any one nan whatever to bring us 
nto the flate of outlawry and confuſion we 
are now in, andnow begins to be frighten- 
edat it: befors be left this town, for 
New-York, be aid to a gentleman, if the 


ver nment at bune don't very ſoon fend 
Jorces to keep the province, they will be 


cutting one anot bers throats from one end | 
fi the other of it, 


O 2 Nothing 
Ls letter to Mr. Pownall, dated October 19, q 


24 


L 
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Nothing can be done here to enfury 
obedtence to this aff, (ſays a correſpon- 
dent on this ſubject) and nothing I! 
than the wiſdom of parliameut can pri. 
vide a remedy for this act of diſobedience, 
The militia is all the force the reſpectiut 
governors on the continent defend on, up 
all emergencies ; and experience has ſhewn, 
how vain and fruitleſs it is to beat to arms, 
when neither officers or men will or dart 


appear. 


It is not ſurpriſing that the Aadminiſtre 
tion did not pay more regard to the 
and the like complaints, of which the 
letters to them are full, than they had 
done to the other requiſitions on the 
fame ſubject. They, who would nt 
aſſiſt their diſtreſt and meritorious off. 
cers even with iuſtractions, could nd 
be expected to ſend the more materi 
ſupport of forces. It is true, that 4 


order of the privy-council was made 
directig 


y See letter to lords of trade, dated October 
1765. þ 
» See Order of council, (ated St. Jams, VA 
ber 23, 1765. 


[ Ps ] 
directing, That of ders ſhould be given to 
the commanders of the land and ſea forces 
m America, for their concurrence and af= 
glance in ſuppreſſing riots, when called 
% by the governors for that purpoſe : 
ad it is equally true, that the lords of 
the treaſury ordered- a circular letter to 
be written to the governors, directing 
hem to aſſiſt in the collection of 
the ſtamp-duty, and to ſee that the re- 
enue received no damage: an inſtruc- 
on exactly equal in efficacy with that 
xhortation, which the inquiſitors give 


Nate, to take care of the unhappy vic- 
Im, whom they have themſelves de- 
ted and doomed-to deſtruction. It is 
bpofſible to read the f——y's letter of 
dh of October (ſee Appendix, 
Wo. 4.) and not be ſenſible, that the 
wernors muſt have ſeen it was the in- 


It be employed; and that they muſt 
ſect therefore to anſwer in their own 
uns for every fatal, though accidental 
Pquence, which might attend the 
9 employ- 


pith ſo much charity to the civil magiſ- 


tion of the miniſtry that force ſnould 


ſtances there was danger that the 
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employing it: under theſe circum, 


governors ſhould call upon the com- 
manders for an afliſtance to their cfort, 
the ſucceſs of which gave them nothing 
to hope, while the miſcarriage left then 


thi 4 
ney ng to fear 


The adminiſtration had, however, 1 
ſtill ſtronger ſecurity that te occurrent 
in America ſhould not be interrupted 
by force. They thought that, on tht 
continent a number of men, equal u 
the exigence, could not be aſſcinblety 
and they determined that no mai 
ſhould be ſent thither. Of the forms 
of theſe points the {-——y had been i 
formed anthentically, as he chok # 
think, by the commander in chief d 
his Majeſty's forces in America; W 
appears by the anſwer which he retw# 
to that officer; * eſpecially congiderdl 
what you ſay of the difficulty, « 19988 
impaſtbility of drawing any cunfdus 


See Appendix, No. 5. 
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ale nen together ; and of the im- 
prafticability of attempting any thing by 
farce, in the preſent diſpefetion of the peo- 
ple, without a reſpectabie body of troops. 


It will perhaps appear, by a peruſal 
of thoſe letters from the commander in 
chief, which are to be found in the 
collection of papers made on this occa- 
hon, that of the zmpoſibriity of drawing 
a conſiderable number of men together 
e ſays nothing: he ſays the forces are 
greatly ſcattered and divided over that 
alt continent, that a junction might 
e prevented by the froſt, &c. but a 
biniſter who had wiſhed to act with 
our, might have given orders to act 
ae junction could be made; and if 
pele orders had been given, they had 
a executed; for a ſubſequent letter 
pormed the f——y, that zoo men, 
nein. chat country is a reſpectable 
ct troops, could be brought to 

£ act 


| letter to Mr, C--=-y, dated December 21, 


OY 
N 
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a@ whenever the governors ſhould re 
quire them. 


But if the y really underſtood 
general Gage as ſtating an impoſlibility 
of drawing together a number of me 
ſufficient to attempt any thing by force, 
it ought to have been to him the ſtrong- 
eſt motive fo: ſending thither ſuch an 
aſſiſtance as might be equal to the occt- 
ſion. So far were the miniſtry from 
attending to this, ſo far from ſending 
to the continent an augmentation, thu 
they prevented that increaſe of ford 
which the common military rotatia 
would have carried thither. For tit 
time was now coming when the reg 
ments, which were on duty in that pat 
of the world, were to be relieved 
thoſe from Ireland. About 2500 ay 
are carried to America for this purp% 
and as the regiments which have paſſe 
the ſtated time of their ſervice th | 
are at the ſame time drawn down to 
coaſt for embarkation, the je / ' 


4 


een 

theſe, which might have been made in 
ay place moſt proper for the ſervice; 
would have formed a body of near 5000 
men, ready and able to have reduced 
the revolting provinces to obedience : 
this reſource was ſtopped under thoſe 
pretences, which in ſo extenfive a do- 
minion are never wanting; under the 
pretence of fear of ſome tumults in Ire- 
land, a reaſon which operated equally 
for two or three years together, theſe 
regiments were detained from America, 
where their preſence would have re- 
ſtored ſecurity to the officers, authority 
d the laws, and ſovereignty to Great- 
britain, 


the | 
1 Theſe were all the ſteps which the 
P Iuuſtry had taken to execute the laws 


K their country, and to preſerve the 
egance of America, before the meet- 
g of parliament. It is true, that Mr. 
i diſpatched to America two 
Me letters on the 15th of December: 
WW” Fhoever reads them (they are in 
" Ppendix, No. 5 and 6) will not 
| P . be 
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ſure, as miniſters entruſted with 0 
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be ſurprized that no credit is given tg 
the writer of them for any attempt to 
quell by their means the rebellion in 
America; though it appeared to haye 
encreaſed both, in extent and danger 
from the 24th of October to the time at 
which they were written ; for they are 
addrefled only to one province, - they 
contain even leſs than his former dif- 
patches, and, in fact, refer to them a 
containing fully his Majeſty's ſentiment 
and commands. 


All the intelligence has now been . 
together, which was received after tit 
24th of October, 1765, and prior 0 
the meeting of the parliament; 
none has been produced, which wi 
received after the Houſe of Common 
had taken this matter into their col 
ſideration. For by theſe means i 
reader is enabled to compare the inte 
gence with the conduct of the admitik 
tration; and to determine in what“ 
gree they merit his approbation ct ci 


execs 
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= exccution of the laws of their country: 
= : point very different from that, which 
afterwards to be conſidered, the great 
= queſtion of the repeal of the ſtamp-act ; 
nud to be determined upon very diffe- 
WE cnt grounds. If the act was repealed 
upon juſt reaſons, it will not follow 
that the conduct of the miniſtry, before 
the repeal, was either wiſe or honeſt: 
it is even part of their crime that their 
conduct had been ſuch as to make the 
repeal appear neceſſary to thoſe who, 
repealed it, For, from the intelligence 
which has been produced, it appears, 
Bat they had not only omitted to exe- 
ute thoſe clauſes for the relief of the 
nericans which muſt have facilitated 
e reception of the ſtamp- act; but 
en to ſend thoſe official inſtructions. 
hout which it was impoſſible that 
© (hould be executed at all: they had. 
en the laws of Great-Britain, not on- 
the law in queſtion, but thoſe of cuſ- 
and police violated and rejected ; 
oficers inſulted ; her authority con- 
med; and her government diſſolved ; 
P 2 while 


41 
1 
1 
1 
4 | 
q 
10 
74 


rence due to the parliament of England; 


2 
white the independence of the colonies 
was afferted by popular publications, 
provincial affemblies, and the ii! more 
dangerous ſtep of open reſiſtance: they 
had looked on, while to maintain this 
independence, an American ſenate was 
formed, which might receive the tere. 


and while a regular force was embodied 
to ſupport their pretenſions; and ins 
ſtead of checking fo dangerous and et- 
creaſing a revolt in its firſt and feeble 
beginnings, they had continued and 
encreaſed theſe evils by their neglect and 
connivance ; and that they might, U 
repealing the act, detract from the me: 
rits of the preceding miniſtry, effect a 
union with Mr. Pitt, and ſecure their ou 
continuance in office, they had Gacrificel 
the reputation, empire, and inter 
of Great-Britaih. | 


It is impoſſible not to ſee that fl 
was their deſign, becauſe their cond 
was ſuch as could be produced by x 
other motives ; and was the rewe! 


N 


L 
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that, which was dictated by common 
prudence and a regard for their own 
reputation and ſafety ; becauſe 2 
foretold to them, both by the eri- 
can officers and by the board of trade, 
that thoſe dreadful effects which did 
follow in America, would be the con- 
ſequences of that conduct ; and becauſe 
too, at the period we now ſpeak of, 
the mecting of the parliament, they ac- 
wally did apply them to that purpoſe. 


In fact, all the motives which had 
litherto influenced them to this conduct 
yere increaſed in ſtrength : the tenure 
by which they held their offices was 
grown {till more precarious ; the hand 
Which had planted could no longer 
protect them; and deſtitute as they 
Mere of reputation, experience or abi- 
y, and looking round with anxious 


ulmay in ſearch of ſome ſupport, they 
| W none but in the deſtruction of the 
Nes of their predece ſſor, and in 
; E with the great commoner. 


| 4 ia gratleman had retained ſome de- 
_ & yy 


for that mixture of contempt and diſlike 


| fing, they entreated his protection, li 


ures of the former miniſtry foould | 


and England, if ſhe has loſt Amel 
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gree of popularity, for he was not yet 
a peer; this would give them an ap- 
pearance at leaſt of ſtrength ; and he 
was ſufficiently converſant in buſineſs, 
to free them from the ridiculous diſtreſs 
of being obliged to aſk- aſſiſtance from 
every one whom chance threw in their 
way. But an approximation to thi 
perſon was not eaſy ; ſome of them had 
forſaken him, and given him reaſon 


which he expreſſed pretty freely of them 
all: but he had declared his diſapprobe- 
tion of the ſtamp- act; they approached 
him with that total. ſubmiſſion to h 
ſentiments, which ſeldom fails of plea 


intereſt required that / che capital mel 


thought wrong : he gave them thereſo 
his aififtance on this queſtion, wiuc 
was ſo intereſting to them as miniſten 
and their ſubſequent bchaviour h 
gained it in a ſtill greater degree; 


has conſented to an union with then 
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by this miniſterial intrigue, is Ie happy 
5 to have purchaſed, by that ſmall ſacri- 
dee, an : adminiſtration compoſed of 
bid C——m and his adopted children. 


Ourd /i non aliam venturo fata Neroni 

Irvemre viam ä 7 =. 

Cælumgue ſuo ſervire tonants , 
ion ni ſevorum potuit poſt bella gigantum, 

jan mhil O ſuperi querimur, ſcelera ipſa nefaſque 

bile mercede placent. 


kd 
eng But, notwithſtanding their confi- 
* kuce in this powerful auxiliary, the 


Iniſtry were well aware, that if the 
[eſtion was to be debated on the prin- 
Nes of juſtice, policy, or public ad- 
Mage, they could have no hopes of 
eſs. Nothing therefore remained 
Wo purſue thoſe meaſures which they 
A practiſed ſo long, and in which 
American friends had given them 
leffeQual aſſiſtance and to apply 
te feats of thoſe, whoſe judgments 
{ld not hope to convince. 


The 


«gu eter My Cp, du Nr 


. dated December 13, 1765. 
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7 
eher us dry goods may be fent out to then, 
unit the famp-adt is repeated ; andjon 


goo far as tu ſay, that they will not pq 
0 debts ow upon W condition. © 


7 bis * [heme (fays a very intelligent 
*correſpondent) # calculated jplrly 1 
enfluence the people in England; and ſhoul 
it be executed, the people in America wil 
pay an extravagant price for old math: 
eaten goods, and fuch as the merchanti 
could not otherwiſe fell. The merchant 
may lite uiſe have views of getting gui 
in that raſt from Holland and other fir 
parts, while the mob can deter the cullu- 


houſe officers Te! W ee to do ti 


> They have wrote many * [otters 10 t 


cory 5.1 * in which tl 
um 


» 


1765. 
4 See paper enclosed i in a letter to Mr, 


ee letter to Mr. 2. dated December 
1765. 


” _. Gen 
throw the blame upon the unruly populace; 
magnifying the force and determined reſo- 
lution of the people to oppoſe the execution 
of the law by every meant; with a view 
ho terriſy and frighten the people Eng- 
land into a repeal of the aft. And the 
merchants having countermanded the goods 
they bad wrote for, unleſs it was repealed, 
they make nb doubt thar many trading 
hens and principal merchants in London 
wil aff them to accompliſh their ende. 


Their expectations were well grounds 
d; many trading towns and principal 
herchants in London did aſſiſt them to 
fcompliſh their ends ; but the miniſtry 

ok the lead, and employed for this 
pole every engine in their power: 
ry body remembers the induſtry with 
ich all, their writers and orators of 
fry ſhape and fize endeavoured to de- 
ie the rights of Great-Britain ; 
WC to exalt the privileges of the free 
, virtuous and independent Ame- 
ns; their union and their ſtrength 
Repreſented as irreſiſtible, and their 


Q em- 


— . dꝛuÄtk— be 
—— tu mu, — — 


A<ubbded, one can ſcarcely belicve f 
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employing theſe in reſiſtance to the 


e parliament praiſed as heroic. 


: "When, it was hoped; the minds of 
the people were prepared by theſe des 
clamations, petitions were ſollicited by 
their agents from ſuch of the manufic- 
turing towns as they could hope to in 
fluence ;. 3. A regular ſociety of America 
inerchants in London was formed fi 
this among other purpoſes; this ſociety 
ſupported and” aſſiſted by government 
became ſo ſucceſsful; as to claim 4 
length the ſuperiority ; they obte 
it; and the counſels of che kingdas 
were guided, not by the enlarged marin 
of general policy, not by conſideratiaꝶ 
even of permanent and extenſive col 


mercial intereſts, - but by the tempo 7 
and partial Views of 39 ſunto of intereſts a 
traders held at a tavern. Now ta. ſti 


the ferment, raifed on this occahon wn 


fact, though 0 recent and autheng 
0 that ſuch means and inſtruns 


© 4 


1 
2 
{ 


-® 


| C 
the fepeal of the ſtamp- act. For it wag 
in bin that, to the popular panic, every 
xgument was oppoted, which the prin- 
ciples of juſtice, of the conſtitution, of 
palicy,: even; of inteteſt could furniſh, 
It was in vain that theſe, who were {o 
vapopular as to defend the cauſe of 
Great / Britain, urged that the ſtamp- act 
bad paſſed upon the moſt general and 
xcknowledged grounds of Whig policy, 
that ſupport on. the part of the ſubject, 
ks due in return for protection on the 
part. of government; that taxatiog 
ſhould be extended over all the parts of 
a ſtate, in proportion to the rc. tive 
ally found in cach. If, faid they, 
Fe examine the arguments by which the 
Americans would prove their right of 
fxemption, we ſhall ſee that the admiſ- 
lion of them diſſolves at once the con- 
ſtation of our country: if the legiſla- 
bas no power but over thoſe Who 
ö Nate for the election of the members 
ic form one part of it, not only all 
| ur poſſeſſions in Alla, Africa and Ame- 
ny Ef Exempted from any obedience 
3 Au 


\ 
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to the laws of trade, revenue and police; 
paſſed in England; but even ninetcens 
twentieths of the inhabitants of Great- 
Britain are releaſed from their ſubjec- 
tion 3 and entituled to return to that 
ſavage freedom on which every reſtric« 
tive law is an uſurpation. But it is not 

from its abſurd and pernicious conſe- 
quences alone that we prove the falſe 


hood of this maxim ; it proceeds from 1 
an ignorance of the nature and powers nc 
of our conſtitution. The Commons o the 
Great-Britain, aſſembled in parliament then 
are not only the repreſentatives of , 
counties and boroughs who deputt Ne t 


them, but of all the commons of 
realm: they are entruſted with the i 
tereſts, appointed to guard the libertie 
relieve the burthens, and redreſs tf 
grievances of the whole kingdom ; then 
is no part of it but is entituled to th 
protection, there is none therefore vnn 
js exempted from their authority; 
- «contrary doctrine diminiſhes their v 
lity, degrades their character, and 


duces them from the honourable 3 
* extent 
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extenfive-office of being the, guardiam 
ud counſellors of a whole kingdom. 
to. that of burgomaſters for a petty. 
ſometimes an uninhabited borough. It 
bone of the - firſt duties of thoſe to 
whom this important truſt.is committed 
to. execute it, and eſpecially that un- 
pleaſing; but neceſſary part of it the 
power of taxation, in the moſt impar- 
tal manner; it is this alone which can 
aduce the ſubject to bear with patience 
the burthen of impoſts : will you not 
then betray the truſt of your conſtitu- 
ents, if you ſuffer any part of the peo- 
tle to force an exemption from thoſe 
es. which the public exigencies re- 
ure to be impoſed on the whole; and 
pill you not deſtroy that confidence on 
Nach all government is founded ? 


The diſtinctions which have been 
Wee on this ſubject are not well 
pounded ;, The parliament has the right 
pong external, not internal duties 
but will be proper to lay an the Amerty 
MW every eier which the hand Cl 

* Power 


WE 


—— 


as maxims; but the difference between 


bs themſelves 3 and is treated as an idle 
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power tan impoſe, if they ſhould atten)! 
to become manufatturers. Theſe ſenti. 
ments have been delivered and received 


the right of impoſing internal and exter- 
nal duties is merely imaginary, grounded 
on no principle of juſtice or policy, 
contradifory to the claims of the Ame- 
ricans, whoſe reſolutions aſſert thei 
exempiion from all duties not impoſed bf 


Aiſt inction by Mr. Otis, the choſen 
champion of American privileges. The 
other maxim, that of forbidding manus 
factures, ſeems a much greater and lel 
juſtiſiable infringement of the right 
claimed by the Americans, than the 
jmpoſing on them a tax for their owt 
defence, is with difficulty to be reſolvel 
into any principle but that of power; 
and muſt be very uncertain in its extent 
and operation; whereas that of Wt 
ſtamp- act is founded in juſtice, and 
certain and acknowledged extent uh 


ren. Th 
Jer Appendix, No. 7 and 14. 
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The ability of America, to raiſe this 
proportion of the ſum neceſſary for their 
own defence, admits of no doubt; the 
preſſure of debt upon them, of which, 
as of a popular topic, they have made 
ſome uſe, was at the end of the war 
not quite 2,600,000 J: it is already re- 
duced to about 767,000/, and the 
greater part of this will be paid off in 
to or three years by funds provided for 
that purpoſe. The whole ſum expected 
o be raiſed by the ſtamp-duty was 
100,000/ a year; the repartition of 
ibis upon 1,500,000 people, at which 
the loweſt computation eſtimates the 
preſent inhabitants of that country, 
would not draw from each perſon more 
fan half the value of a day's labour in 
America, England has even furniſhed 
dem with reſources to raiſe the revenue 
be has required; the bounties given to 
dem on two or three articles alone 
ould enable them to ſupport the new 
Inpoitions ; and the increaſe of the 
Wabliſhments there. furniſhes them 
ach another fund, which alone would 


more 
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more than balance the account; it i; 
fufficient to mention this, for it is not oi 
this ground that the Americans wiſh to 
Rand; they do not plead poverty, but 
privilege; and have reſted their cauſe; 
hot upon their inability to ſupport, but 
their right of exemption from an Eng- 
Uiſh tax. = | 


| 

The manner in which the reſiſtance 
has been exerted; proves till more 
ſtrongly the neceſſity of oppoſing it 


with firmneſs. Riots in the capitals of 
the provinces, perſonal attacks on out 
officers, inſults on our governmenh 
theſe are the actions by which they hat 
accompanied and ſupported thoſe relo- 
lutions of their aſſemblies which dit 
claimed our authority. The miniſy 
partial as they are to the Americans 
have themſelves acknowledged thut i 
theſe circumſtances it would be 
graceful, and it is impoſſible to fepc 
the act. Read, in the diſpatches « 
Mr. C—y, who will not be ſuſpect 
of aſſerting the rights of Great- Brit 
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in too high a tone, this point deter- 
mined. He directs the officers to re- 
preſent to them the dreadful conſequences 
that muſt inevitably attend the forcible 
and violent refiftance to acts of the Britiſh 
lurliament. | 


1 


He aſſures them that bis Majeſty can- 
wt permit bis own dignity and the autho- 


ly of the Britiſh legiſlature to be tram- 
es on by force and violence. 


Nether will his Majeſty undoubtedly 
mit, or his ſervants adviſe, under any 
reunflances, that the reſpect which is 
io parliament, and which is neceſſary 
[the general good of the whole B ritiſh 
Ire, ſhould any where be made @ 
ce to local and dangerous prejudices. 


bn the time of writing theſe letters, 
lilreſpe&t to parliament, the vio- 
Feliſtance to acts of the Britiſh legi- 
©, and thoſe outrages, by which 
Vere ſupported, have been conti- 
/ excreafing ; the diſgrace there- 

R fore 
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fore and the danger are proportional 


encreaſed, and thoſe ſentiments which 
then animated him are ſtrengthened too; 
it is impoſſible therefore that the mini 
try can, witliout acting in direct con- 
tradiction to themſelves as well as to 
their duty, propoſe that the reſpect di 
to parliament ſhould be made a facrifce 
to Jocal and dangerous prejudices, To 
make this ſacrifice will deter both fu- 
ture miniſters from forming any ſchem 
for the public utility, which may a 
poſe them to be ſacrificed to combim 
tions of private intereſt, the clamourl 
multitudes, or the malice: of faction 
and future officers from executing 4 
of parliament, for and in that count! 
and will contribute to the ſucceſs off 
deſign which the moſt deſperate of 
coloniſts have formed to mate Ct 
Britain contemptible, by extorting d 
peal of an act of parliament during a 
tual refiſtance to its execution: 3 
which will either abrogate in ef 
other laws and ſtatutes relating © 
colonies; or at leaſt greatly ct 
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the difficulty of enforcing them, as well. 
2s poſtpone it to a ſeaſon, when the 
ſtrength of the colonies as well as their 
claims of independence being augment- 
ed, the fituations and diſpoſitions too 
of the other powers of Europe may be 
ſuch as to render the conteſt far more 
dangerous. 


Theſe, and the other arguments, 
Fhich were drawn from all the great 
id intereſting topics with which the 
ubje& | abounds, were: ſcarcely heard, 
vr ĩt was reaſon only which ſpoke : the 

nult of popular fear expreſſed itſelf 

L louder terms, and was more attended 
„ The Amcricans had withdrawn 
deir commiſſions ; they threatened to 
thhold the payment of their debts 
We firſt of theſe was an illegal and hoſ- 
combination to diſtreſs our manu- 
arers, a ſtep rather allowable in an 
Jul when in a ſtate of war, than in 
Nects who pretend to be in peace: 
WF uf was fuch a breach of private 
n 18 not practiſed even in time of 

| R2a - war, 


[ 128 ] 

war between jealous commercial rivals; 
and both of them means which would 
always be in the power of the Ameri- 
cans to uſe, and would hereaſter be re- 
curred to with an aſſurance of ſucceſs: 
and yet theſe reaſons, which would 
have made it diſgraceful and unwiſe to 
have given way in an indifferent matte, 
operated ſo ſtrongly on the multitude 
that they perſwaded them we ought to 
recede in the juſteſt cauſe, and from 
the ſtrongeſt ground. Petitions were 
obtained, the manufacturers excited, 
the merchants clamorous, the mini- 
try, intereſted and factious, directs 
ed to their own purpoſes the reli 

ance and the clamours which they had 

raiſed; and the legiſlature, with a con- 

deſcenſion to popular alarm, and 

lenity to the colonies which demand 

the ampleſt returns of gratitude 

obedience, paſſed a bill for the repel 

of the ſtamp-act, 


The canduft of the late adminjir ab 


has now been ſtated from autheab 
voucher 
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Woche it is time to examine the 


to the ſtate he is accountable for the 
Plan of thoſe counſels by which his de- 
partment is gonducted: 2 weight which 


Va ſtratagem exactly 
"Pal with that of a much 


mander, who pruden tly wi thdrew when 
17 amn, Where they 
red, 


hom their conduct regards 
ould never be mixed 
* amid 
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amid the tumult of party conteſts; and 


which I mention with reluctance though 
it is to recall to it that reverence which 
is its due, and which the behaviour of 
the late adminiſtration has tended ſo 
much to diminiſh. It is the great ad- 
vantage which limited and mixed mo- 
narchies have over thoſe of a more deſ- 
potic caſt, that in them there are 6 
many intermediate ſubordinate power) 
between the king and his people, that 
the love and reverence, which for the 
public good it is expedient he ſhould 
poſſeſs, may always be retained to hum, 
To this end it is neceſſary that the pris 
vate ſentiments of the monarch ſhould 
not be quoted at all; and that thoſe of 
his character ſhould be expreſſed with4 
moderation and dignity equally remord 
from the vehemence of any party, that 
he may continue to all the object d 
veneration, The late adminiftratidl 
offended againſt both theſe RY of thel 
duty as miniſters. 
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It would perhaps be unjuſt to re- 
proach them with the effeminate, un- 
certain, and even ungrammatical ex- 
preſſions in which they cloath the ſen- 
timents which- they attribute to their 
ſovereign ; ſo different from that plain 
aud natural ſtyle which ought to con- 
ee the commands of an Engliſh king; 
pl becauſe it is probable that they uſed on 


this occaſion the beſt expreſſions in their 


power, 


But they are to be told, that to de- 
ſeribe their maſter as ſurpriſed, and as 
bighly provoked (ſee Appendix, No. 3 
and 5) is not a proof of their know- 
ledge of the duties of adminiſtration. 
The preſident Monteſquieu, when he 
condemns this mixing of paſſion with 
the royal authority, which he fays 
(Lav, xii, chap. 2 5) eft un grand reſort, 
{2 doit ſe mou voir aiſement, & ſans bruit, 
could not more exactly have deſcribed 
their diſpatches, if he had read them. 
Wn minjftre malhabile—ne ſcait vous dire 
in Ws ecrire ſi ce n'eſt que le prince if 
| fachs 
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ache, qu'il eft ſurpris, qu'il meltra oriut. 
The reaſon of the impropriety of this 
kind of ſtyle he had given before, Dans 
not monarchies toute la felicitò conjifte dani 
Popinion que le peuple a de la douceur dv 
gouvernement. The king is the father 
of his people, and he views their errors 
and their crimes with that compaſſion 
with which parents regard the miſcon- 
duct of their children; it is with re- 
luctance that he lifts his hand to puniſh, 
and it is not the being provoked, it is 
the neceſſity of preventing greater evils 
it is juſtice, it is his paternal care for 
his obedient ſubjects, which draws from, 
him any mark of correction and chaſtiſe+, 
ment. It is by this character that he 
preſerves the reverence of his people 
and therefore to attribute to him those 
little paſſions, which may perhaps # 
ſome times agitate the minds of bb 
miniſters, is to diminiſh his dignith 
the confidence which his ſubjects place 
in him, and the happineſs of his people 
This is ſo ſelf-evident that I doubt 0 
the y himſelf will be the fr 


acknow- 
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knowledge it; and to confeſs that h: 
would not, without betraying equally 
the truth and his duty, repreſent his 
maſter as Big by provoked. 


But this was not the only inſtance in 
which they miſrepreſented the ſenti- 
ments of their ſovereign : when they 
here to influence by authority thoſe 
om popular tumult could not terrify 

6 conſent to the repeal of the ſtamp-act, 
ley had recourſe to the name of the 
—; aſſuring thoſe who would hear 
bem; that the wiſhed it might 


Temonate ſervants was the very re- 
tre of this; ſuppoſing the meaſure 
Ielf to have been juſt, all mention of 
ut name ſhould have been ſuppreſſed, 
the ſucceſs of the repeal being aſ- 
tuned, the wiſhes which he ex- 
A pr the relief might be held out 
_ objec of the gratitude of his peo- 
ez but to quote this authority, and to 

Ic thereby this reputation for the 
Potion of their own party-purpoſes, 
8 Was 


| repealed.” The part of honeſt and 
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was a conduct neither ſuggeſted by daty 
to their ſovereign, nor by regard for the 
. conſtitution: this reſerve would have 
been neceſſary, had the opinion of the 

been that which they attribute 
to him; but it is certain that they falſ- 
fied as well as proſtituted the ſentiment 
of the ——: it is certain, although 
when contradicted on this ſubje& by 
thoſe who could do it with authority 
they endeavoured to avoid the dilgrat 
of this contradiction by an expedientbors 
rowed from their only ſchool of buls 
neſs, thoſe clubs of gaming in whi 
gentlemen do not truſt the unwritte 
words of gentlemen, and demanded! 
writing the words of their ſoyereign. 


His words were the genuine dich 
of his wiſdom and love for his peopk 
careful of the ſafety of all his fulyed 
he wiſhed to unite them all by 6 
bands of mutual ſupport, and i 
community of duties as well & 
rights. They can claim no merit | 
wards the crown, why by their aun 

"x ö 
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xevented the execution of that royal 
with; but muſt with terror look for- 
ward to that hour, for it will come, 
when Auguſtus, grieved with the re- 
membragce'of the only loſs which can 
obſeure the glories of his ſucceſsful 
ſeign, thall demand from them a reſti- 
tution, not of a province, but of an 
empire” more extenſive than that of 
Rome ; not of three legions, but of 
wile nations of ſubjects. 


"They appear however to deſerve at 
it the thanks of the Amer'c:ns, 
ole preſent intereſts they have pro- 
boted, and of whoſe privileges they 
the avowed patrons ; and yet there 
many reaſons which may induce 
loſe who are beſt acquainted with the 
© intereſts of that country, to think 
ut they have not been ſerved by the 
project of emancipation. If it is 

% it has hitherto been pretty 
rally thought, that the good of each 
E inſeparable from that of the 
We, their intereſts are involved in 
| 8 2 thoſe 


” thoſe of the whole empire, and they 
muſt themſelves be n 4 their partial 
exemptions. | 4 


that parent, will have material and 


rapid advances in population, com 


have been ſo divided in principles, 5 
progreſs of each other in ſtrength, co 


been unable to form an union equi 
their own defence. Their nw | 
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If it is the intereñ of colonies, formed 
of fuch various and diſcordant materials 
to be attempered, guided, encouraged, 
or reſtrained by their common parent; 
the being ſet looſe from that tie, and 
encouraged to reject the authority d 


immediate ill conſequences. It is tu 
that the Americans, under the ſhadeand 
protection of Great- Britain, have mak 


merce and wealth ; but are they (ub: 
ciently ſtrong to flouriſh without bd 
care; or to ſupport, I will not ſa M4 
reſentment, but her neglect? Ti 
provinces on the American continel 


timents and manners; fo jealous of th 


merce and riches, that they have 


= 
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both fides are extenſive, and therefore 
cally attacked; they have no fortreſſes. 
no ſhips af force, no marine of their 
own; but muſt depend upon the Eng- 
liſh" navy to keep at a diſtance from 
them thoſe dangers which they are una- 
ble to repell: the Indian nations, re- 
duced as they are, are ſtill formidable 
to them; it Was by the Engliſh arms 
that their inroads fince the peace have 
been checked and prevented; thoſe 
arms of the expence of which the colo- 
pits haye refuſed to pay any proportion; 
and yet they may again want the pro- 
tection of that government which they 
ave rejected; and they may call too 
ne for the efforts of that warmth of 
action, which ſuch a partial exemp- 
uon tends to alienate from them. 


K tends too ations from them this 
Medion, from which they have re- 
wed ſuch advantages, that they have 
pen repreſented to have ſome peculiar 
Pans to a freedom which they pur- 
ard by peculiar fortitude ; a repre- 
175 ſentation 
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fentation which is moſt untrue. We 
have. been told, that having fed 10 that 
country. from our oppreſſion, their migra- 
tion to America, as it argued in them 
a love, fo it gave them a title to free- 
dom ſuperior to that of their fellow 
ſubjects who remained in England. But 
to eſteem the Americans our brethren, 
and to with that they may deſerve and 
poſſeſs all the ſweets of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, which Great-Britain en- 
joys, does not make us forget that they 
received theſe bleſtings from England, 
and depend on her for the continuanceof 
them. The truth of the latter of thele | 
propoſitions is obvious; the proof of 
the former would be eaſy but invidious; 
fot the hiſtory of | theſe colonies is nd 
involved in that cloud of fable which 
hangs over and aggrandizes the origil 
of more antient nations: it would 10 
be difficult to give a detail of the ela 
bliſhment of each; and it would appes 
from that detail that there are few > 
them who could claim any hered 088 
diſcriminating privileges. Of the fa, 


coloul 


| York it is ſo far from 
Jrom our pe 
ur neglet?, that 
yects acquired by our 
ved, by a formal ceſſion 
667, 1 — 
Virginians, whoſe reſe- 


Sovern- 
Nor is this Peculiar 
the colony of Virginia, for 1 find in 
Ican newſpa Pers, dated 
Septem 
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te America. Such a detail would be 
but a mild return for all thoſe marks of 
neglect, contempt, and inſult on Great- 
Britain, with which the writings of that 
country have abounded ; it will how- 

ever be more temperate only to fay, 
that admitting that to be true of all the 
colonies; which is perhaps true only of 
the New-England governments, that 
the ſettlers of them retired thither to 
enjoy that liberty of which a monarch 
of arbitrary principles was endeavouring 


to deprive them at home; yet leſs praiſe thi 
is due to thoſe who fled from the dau- ma 
ger, than to thoſe who had the cou- Whi 
rage to abide it. If their flight argued erat 
in them a love of freedom, their couns the 


trymen who remained in England ſhews 
ed by their actions an equal love of 1b 
ſupported with more reſolution and 
ſucceſs 3 they took arms to oppoſe tit 
tyranny from which the others fled 
averted it by the civil war, and a 
liſhed it by the revolution. In thel 
two hazardous enterprizes, undertake 


for the cauſe of liberty, the colon 
g ; Y 106 


1141 ] 
took no part; they followed in both the 
fortunes of the mother-country ; the 
patriots of which diffuſed the advantages 
of their ſucceſs to the infant colonies 
after their ſettlement ; and the coloniſts 
therefore have neither ſhewn any pecu- 
lat attachment, nor can be entitled to 
de ſuperior claims to freedom, 
which have been ſo invidiouſly and 
falſely made in their behalf; but owe 
wery-branch of the liberties of Engliſh- 


main in that ſubjection to England, to 
Which they are bound by the ties of 


de rights to which they have a juſt 


em on the ground, on which ſome 
their imprudent advocates in England 
me concurred with ſome of their aſ= 

Wes to place them. 787 0 


The franchiſes of Great-Britain are 
"td and preſerved for all the ſub- 
s of the realm by the fame power 
F T which 


men to the community of rights, which 
bey are entitled to as long as they re- 


pos juſtice, and intereſt. In fact, 


chim, are rendered precanous by placing 


n 
which defined and obtained them; for 
it was not by the flight of a few Ply. 
mouth adventurers, but by the courage 
and conſtancy of the people of England 
that the freedom of our conſtitution wa 
defended : the bill of rights, the aft ꝙ 
ſettlement, on which all our liberties 
depend, are not the reſolutions of an 
aſſembly of coloniſts, but the acts & 
an Engliſh parliament. As our liber. 
ties were eſtabliſhed, ſo they are fil 
protected by the legiſlature of Great 
Britain; it is as claimants under ths 

title, and ſubjects to this power, that the 
Americans have ever enjoyed and fil 

enjoy them; a claim and title whid 
cannot exiſt in thoſe who reject its at 

thority : the cauſe therefore of the c- 
loniſts and their rights, are betrayed h 

thoſe who withdraw their dependent 

from the ſupreme legiſlature, and tea 
them to reſt upon the precarious Wl 
. feeble ſupport of a provincial aſſembſ. 


„h 


The Americans indeed owe *! © 


| 3 | b e 
connivance and encouragement 0 y 
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ft miniſtry, that their people have 
been blooded with the prey of ſedition ; 
that they have been taught to obtain 


ſupport by other means than induſtry, 


and privileges by other means than obe- 
dience ; - but whether the exciting and 
rewarding this temper will conduce to 
be happineſs of that continent, either 
Ia the ſeveral provinces, or conſidered 
45 a common empire, is to be referred 
tothe judgment of the wiſe and loyal 
of the coloniſts: a judgment which 
they have already expreſſed; for all the 
Americans are not to be involved in 
thoſe accuſations of diſobedience, which 
ſave been proved on ſome. There have 
ever been among them men of wiſdom 
and moderation, well acquainted with 
ud attached to the conſtitution of their 
duntry; and though ſome of theſe, 
wen as exiles to Great-Britain, are 
glected in that kingdom for the cauſe 
which they ſuffer; there are yet 
my others, who wait only 'till the 
Pit >uſt of popular tempeſt is paſt, to 
0-2 avow 


1 


wo — — . -— - - 
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2vow their principles and return to 
their duty. | 


In truth the Americans in general at 
leſs guilty than they may at firſt fight 
be thought: the defire of preſent eaſt 
is the common feeling of man, and the 
bulk of the people are ſo entirely guided 


by their feelings, that there is ſcarcely 
an inſtance of their ſubmitting to in- 
poſts, however eſſential to their in- 4 
tereſts or even to their ſafety, from a in 
motives but thoſe of neceſſity. TW 
Americans exerted only on a ſimilar ee 
caſion the ſame ſpirit, which anime n 
the cyder counties to tumult and dn 
to rebellion : theſe counties are not u 


vidiouſly mentioned; for there is 10 
it is probable, any part of our dot 
_nions, ſcarcely any county in Engl 
which, if government in it had beet 
neglected and relaxed, riots fo end 
raped, and rebellion fo uncheck 
would not have expreſſed an equal a | 
fion to the obnoxious burthen of 1 
In viewing. commotions of this xl 


they have no claim to 
in that ®PPolition of in- | 
ey bo unwiſely raiſed | 
between 


— ů —— 2 
N — 
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between the members and the head, 
every merit towards America, is a crime 
to their country. 


When it became a queſtion, whether 
the colonies ſhould be called upon for 
ajuſt and moderate contribution towards 
their own defence ; or that this ſhould 
be thrown, in addition to their other 
burthens, on the inhabitants of Great- 
Britain; to ſurrender our juſt rights, 
and to endeavour to force a deciſion of 
this queſtion in favour of America, by 
all the arts of intrigue and faction, cans 
not merit the thanks of the people 
whole intereſts they ſurrendered. The 
other meaſures propoſed by that miniſtry 
do not immediately belong to this ſubs 
Jet, and I obſerve in this place, that 
they conſiſted of exemptions from col 
mercial reſtraints, relaxations of th 
act of navigation. remiſſions of duteg 
all favourable to the colonies, and 0 
advantageous to Great-Britain, only 
a proof that the having introduced 
rivality between them, and po 

r 
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Ametica, cannot entitle them to popu- 


It would indeed have been unreaſon- 
idle to have expected from the late 
miniſtry any meaſure which required 
extenſive views, or a concerted plan; 
it would have been abſurd to have hoped 
at they would hazard a breath of that 
Popular air, which they were gathering 


with ſo much induſtry to fill their fail, 


for the ſake of a diſtant and public be- 
ſeft; but nothing of this was neceſ- 
Wy; they had ſucceeded a minifter ſuch 
they could with, one who had been 
Fak enough to ſubject himſelf to 
duch real oppoſition, and more abuſe, 
Irthe fake of the ate; who ſeems to 
we retained the uſeleſs and exploded 
ita of 2 common weal, à public intereſt. 
5 this man even experience had not 
hen prudence; and, though ſenſible 
n from purſuing a plan of Engliſh 

abroad, and of economy 2nd 

WOWement at h ö | 


1 | übe latisfaction of having diſcharged 
| his 


i 

l 
L 
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his duty, while Mr. Pitt had acquired 
popularity by adopting the moſt expen- 
five German meaſures, and impoſing 
the moſt ſevere taxes to ſupport them; 
yet his ohſtinacy had made him hardily 
oppoſe himſelf to the whole torrent 
which private intereſt and faction would 
not fail to pour on his head. He had 
done this merely that he might form 
and cement à laſting plan of policy, 
might unite the colonies by the firmeſt 
bands of dependence on Great-Britain, 
attemper their ſeyeral intereſts, and lay 
the foundation of indiſſoluble union, and 
of encreaſing 0 and riches fot 
diſtant ages. 


It 1 was natural that the miniſters whe 
ſucceeded him ſhould deſpiſe this anti 
quated policy, ſo different from thel 
own, andderide thoſe ſentiments whidl 
could give birth to it ; but they woul 
have done well to have poſe by it} 

"er he. 
| — were able on d 


planned it, at leaſt to * rei 
ok 


S 
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Great-Britain. Unhappily they em- 
braced the oppoſite ſyſtem, and to blaſt, 
if it were poſſible, the reputation of 
one miniſter, whom they envied and 
feared ; to ſecure an union with another, 
by whom they were deſpiſed; and to 
attain that degree of popularity, which 
the intereſted followers of ſome intereſt- 
dd traders could beſtow, they propoſed 
the repeal of that act, the execution of 
which they had endeavoured to render 
Impoſſible, | 


The ſucceſs 'of one of theſe deſigns 
e public has already ſcen in the per- 
Mon, which thoſe of the late miniſ- 
Iv, who had moſt actively promoted 
t meaſure, have received from lord 
m to continue in- office ; that 
[the other two purpoſes ſeems leſs 
thin their reach for, though while 
f paſſions of the public were heated 
4 thoſe whoſe intereſt it was to prevent 
* judging with impartiality, Mr. 
Fallle was the object of much abuſe, 
U it 


. 


thoſe advantages which he had given to 
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it is not poſſible that the infatuation 
ſhould laſt ; the clamours of mob, and 
the miſrepreſentations of faction will 
ſubſide ; the taxes which have been fe- 
moved from American and muſt be laid 
on Engliſh property will be felt; and 
the partiality of the impoſition will add 
weight to the load; a time is coming 
when it ſhall be remembered to his 
honour (and it ſhall ſcarcely be believed 
that in Great-Britain it could be a re 
proach to him) that he was the fin 
who propoſed to ſecure by juſt and mo- 
derate ties the allegiance of thoſe colo- 
nies, which with ſo much expence wy vas 
had planted, protected, and enlarged; ſet o 
who, when every branch of our trade ti 
every neceſſary of life was taxed in EN 
land even to its utmoſt bearing, 
quired from America ſome return 8" the 
that ſupport, which we had ſo l:betall 4 
given, ſome tribute for that wealth „it 
which we had poured into ber boſon 
| ſome aid towards maintaining her i 
that ſecurity, which we had fo deu 
purchaſed ; ; and who, when the ll 


n 
of faction had divided the intereſts of 
the ſeveral parts of our empire, and 
when the adminiſtration ſacrificed their 
truſt to their hopes of popularity and 
power, and became Americans; re- 
mained an Engliſhman. 


_ The temporary and bought praiſe of 
WT that adminiſtration muſt ſubſide alſo, 
and they will receive from their coun- 
trymen that cenſure which they have 
ſo well merited. But I leave them to 
the good or evil 1ame which awaits 
them, for the object of this pamphlet 
was nat the applauſe or cenſure of any 
kt of men, or the metre contention of 
parties : it was undertaken with a bets 
&r and honeſter view, with the hope, 


o the ſtamp=a&, ſupported by authen- 
Kyouchers, was laid before the pub- 
eit might prove to thoſe who have 
Xn guided by names inſtead of reaſons, 
s been miſled by falſe aſſertions, or 
A Me acted from fear rather than judg- 
mat, the neceſſity of untreading the 
IT. 7 _ falſe 


that if a plain ſtate of the facts relating 


. 
— —— —— ¶ ¶ͤꝓ— ww oO My Q¹be 


ing, While yet it is poſſible to ſecure, 


the colonies that we are to ſeck for our 


- juſtice. The character of a legilal 
demands the ſtricteſt attention to 


N 
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falſe ſteps which have been taken, df 


promoting better meaſures, and ſecur- 


the only remaining hope of Britain, It 
is better to aſſert than to prove that it 
is from the union and dependence of 


ſafety ; it is time therefore to return 
to meaſures undertaken upon public 
grounds and permanent principles; what 
thoſe are, the peruſal of this tract may 
in ſome degree have ſuggeſted ; and if 
any ſenator ſhould condeſcend to turn it 
over, he may perhaps, by the evidence 
it contains, be prepared to hear himſel pop 
addreſſed by his conſtituents in ſon 
ſuch manner as this. then 


: When I ng to you the care al * 
my intereſts, and the power of granting 
ſome part of my property for the ſerv 2 
of the ſtate, I entruſted it in cn 
fidence that this power would ne dne 
be uſed but on the calls of neceſũij 
and would ever be exerciſed W 


bal 


on the motives of condeſcention to 
Mercantile Intereſts and fears. and to 


popular violences; that hour of tumult 


mericans en joy 
em partici Pate in 

ame degree of the -burthens of their 
ets, their ability could 
en doubted before, the admini- 
= 1704, and-1 765 encreaſed it 


by 
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by encouraging their cultivation and 
commercez they have received more 
immediate advantages, at the expence 
of England, from the miniſtry which 
followed ; If there could be any doubt 
whether theſe favoured children would 
be reclaimed to obedience by conceſſions, 
that doubt is removed. They would 


not expreſs that encroaching gratitude, f 
which is contained in their addreſſes, 3 
i the ohject were only the repeal of 1 4 
particular and light duty; it is plain that en 
they underſtand the conduct of England wh 
to be an acknawlegement of the right its 
which: they claim, of taxing themſelves. of t 
ds . dray 
Their temper is ſtill more plainly qua 
proved by the indignation they expreb | 
at the claim of England to ſovereign WP. | 
and at the bare mention of requiring them Purch: 
to repair the damages, for the infuls ile 


are irreparable, which the officers 
England have ſuffered at their hands 


The laſt and ſtrongeſt proof arſesf * 
their conduct; for it is certain d 


then at length call 
in ſome proportion 
oblige them to confeſs, not in words, 
authority of En. 
gland, Relieve me from that appearance 


vhile every neceſſary of life is taxed to 
ts utmoſt bearing, do not deprive me 
of the melancholy conſolation which I 
ay from believing that the taxations are 
Fqually laid on all my fellow ſuhjects. 


Purchaſe of peace and ſecurity 3 do ngt 
while you receive the price, withold the 
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to be levied chiefly on the rich, while 
acquieſcence is repaid by an additional 
and perpetual land* tax on the poor, 
will you not excite the inſurrections 
which you reward ; and diſcourage that 
fubmiſſion which is thus made to bear 
more than its own burthen ? at leaſt do 
not treat with more tenderneſs your 
emancipated and -rebellious coloniſts 
than thoſe of your countrymen, who 
have perhaps been encouraged in tumult 
by American ſucceſs. If the poor En- 
gliſh peaſant, driven into a temporary 
inſurrection by the whip of that ſevereſ 
maſter Want, is taught to expect cd 
puniſhment and ſpeedy juſtice, and calls 
forth the vigour and vigilance of govert- 
ment, let the wanton Americans forms 
ing a concerted. plan of obſtinate rebel 
lion on occaſion of a tax uncollectei 
and which would almoſt have been uſt 
felt, awaken other ſentiments than thak 
of the utmoſt lenity. 


Too impoſe with ſucceſs on the Ames 
ricans that proportion, of the pub 
14%, <2 burtheh 
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ſücceſſes of which: were all directed to 
their advantage, to enable them to pour 
the benefits of their trade into the bo- 
ſom of our commercial rivals. The 
declaratory law aſſerting the power of 
Great Britain to tax the Americans, will 
hold forth only, a deluſive and nugatery 
aftrmance of the right of the legiſlature f 
this kingdom, if not followed by ſome 
bill which ſhall exert it. The ſurrender 
of ſo unalienable a juriſdiction, when this 
ſurrender might, and certainly in Ame- 
rica would be attributed to ſuch motives 
demands a ſubſequent vigour and fim- 
neſs ;- if now, when time for recol- 
le ction has been given, you neglect i 
purſue thaſe meaſures, which juſti 
and neceſſity demand from you; and u 
which duty, gratitude and intereſt ot 
to ſecure obedience from them, tae 
whole new world ceaſes for ever to! 
ſubject to your authority. 


M.iniſters for the purpoſes of intel 
and party may wiſh to .continue 3 
partial exem * but yau can act (1 


159 ] 

nomotives but thoſe of juſtice; your inte- 
reſt is united to your duty; andyou can- 
not without departing from both give any 
ſupport'to a miniſter. capable of ſuch 
1 conduct. If the public fee with 
feoret the power of government in the 
hands of lord Cm, it is from the dread 
not ſo much even of his continental, as 
of his colonial ſyſtem : It was from the 
ecommerce of the American part of our 
dominions that thoſe reſources were to be 
drawn, which his extravagance have ren- 
tered ſo neceſſary. But to continue every 
ſpecies of profuſion, and, by throwing 
vantonly his penſions into every open 
hand, toload the preſent revenue; while 
by emancipating the colonies he prevents 
deen future improvements; is at once to 
Wide the river of our wealth till it is 
laſt in a thouſand private channels, and 
n cut off its communication from that 
brag, by which it ſhould he ſupplied. * 

e had leſs to fear from the inability 
| the laſt, than from the deſperate raſh- 
of the preſent ſtateſman ; if the 
mr connived at the coloniſts with- 
Axing themſelves from our dominion, 
X 2 this 
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did not venture to deny our right to the 
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this profeſſes on principle to throw them 
from us. If we have almoſt loſt America 
by the timidity and neglect of thoſe who 


dominion of that country, can we hope 
to recover it under his guidance, who is 
almoſt the only man in England whoven- 
tures to aſſert it owes us no ſubjection, 
If then in this hour of danger, when 
vigour and firmneſs are neceſſary to re- 
claim the colonies to our obedience, 
you ſee a junto formed of the miniſter 
who has taught them to deſpiſe our au- 
thority, joined'to the peer who declares 
they are exempted from our dominion, 
you will not be ſatisfied with an unadive 
pity for your country ; but will exe 
your beſt abilities to vindicate her rights 
and provide for her ſecurity ; and t 
oppoſe by every conſtitutional method 
miniſters who are convicted of havin 
facriticed to their jealouſy, reſentmen 
ambition, and intereſt, the ſafety of 0 
officers, the dignity of our ſtate, 
ſtability of our commerce, and the rig 


of our Legiſlature. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE Reader will find, in this Ar- 

PENDIX, ſome Chaſms left, and 
ſome light Alterations made, to prevent 
the Writers being diſcovered : Theſe 
will be readily excuſed, when this Rea- 
ſon is known, which I chuſe to give in 
the Words of an American Correſpon- 
dent, in his Letter dated Nov. 2, 1765. 
T ſhall communicate Things as they happen, 
although it is at the Riſque of my Lie; 
the Party, by their Tools, frequently gibt 
out, that if they knew the Man that u 
% far aſſiſt Great-Britain, as to inform 
againſt any Man, in this or any other Pre 
vince, be ſhould not live many Hours. 


4 f 
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NUMBER I. 


Upy of a LETTER from Mr, S——Y 
C,, to Lieut. Gov. FAUQUILER. 


Pn IT — 


| Sept. 14, | 1765. 
SIR, 


T is with the greateſt pleaſure I re- 
ceiyed his Majeſty's Commands to 
Kclare to you his moſt gracious approba- 
in of your conduct. His majeſty and 
Is ſervants are ſatisfied, that the preci- 
late reſolutions you ſent home did not 
Ike their riſe from any remiſſneſs or in- 
ntion in you ; nor is his Majeſty at 
| nclined to ſuppoſe, that any inſtance 
 Uffidence or diſſatisfaction could be 
Faded in the general inclination of his 
Prat and loyal Colony of Virginia; 
| A the 
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the nature of the thing and your repre- 
ſentations induce a perſuaſion, that thoſe 
ul-adviſed reſolutions owed their birth 
to the violence of ſome individuals, who 
taking the advantage of a thin aſſembly, 
ſo far prevailed, as to publiſhi their own 
unformed opinions to the world a the 
ſentiments of the Colony. But hi M. 
jeſly, Sir, will not, by the preyalence of 
a few men, at a certain moment, be per- 
ſuaded to change the opinion, or leſſen 


the confidence, he has always entertained | 
of the Colony of Virginia ; which ha | 
always experienced the protection of the 4 
Crown. His Majeſty's ſervants, there- 6 
fore, with entire reliance on your pu- 60 
dence, and on the virtue and wiſdom o | 
the Colony entruſted to your care, petx ol 
ſaade themſelves, that when a full aſſem. ay 
bly ſhall calmly and maturely deliberat s 
upon thoſe reſolutions, they will ſee, and * 
be themſelves alarmed at, the dangerol 2 r 
tendency and miſchievous conſequence they 
which they might be productive of, bo A 

to the Mother Country and the Colonis "0 
which are the equal objects of his Ma Gout 


Jeſty's parental care ; and whoſe mul 


happine 
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happineſs and proſperity certainly require 
a confidential reliance of the Colonies 
upon the Mother Country. 

Upon theſe principles, Sir, and upon 
your prudent management, and a proper 
repreſentation to the wiſe and ſober part 
of the people, how earneſt his Majeſty 
1s to extend the happy influence of his 
fatherly care over every part of his do- 
minions, it is expected that a full aſſem- 
bly will form very different reſolutions, 
luch as may cement that union, which 
done can eſtabliſh the ſafety and pro- 
ſperity of the Colonies and the Mother 
Country, 

As there is no intention in the Crown 
0 attempt, nor in the King's ſervants to 
riſe, any incroachments on the real 
lights and liberties of any part of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects ; ſo neither will his 
Majeſty undoubtedly ſubmit, or his ſer- 
"Mts adviſe, under any circumſtances, 
that the reſpe& which is due to parha- 
nent, and which is neceſſary for the ge- 
eral good of the whole Britiſh empire, 
n any where be made a factifice to 

and dangerous prejudices, . 
1 As 
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As this important matter is, however, 
now before his Majeſty's privy council, 
as well as the other conſideration of the 
dangerous riot and mutinous behaviour 
of the people on the frontiers, I all wt 
pretend to give any advice or iniirufions an 
theſe ſubjefs ; nat doubting, but you will 
ſoon have the fulleſt from the wiſdom 
of that Board, in all thoſe things, in 
which, by your laſt accounts, the molt 
eſſential intereſts of the Colony are { 
deeply concerned. 

You will therefore, in the mean time, 
be very attentive, by every prudent mea- 
ſure in your power, at once to maintain 
the juſt rights of the Britiſh government, 
and to preſerve the peace and tranquillity 
of the Provinces committed to your care, 

But as theſe appear to me matters of 
government fit for his Majeſty's more 
immediate notice and information, | 
muſt beg you will not fail to tranſmit to 


me ſuch occurrences, from time to time, obl; 

on theſe heads, as you may deem of im- Cula; 

portance in the light I mention. Kequi 
I am, &c. 


H. 8. C-—=% 
NUMBER 


II. 


from Mr, S 


r, to Major-General Gao. 
October 24, 1765. 
8 IR, 


| bh with the greateſt concern 


theſe events will proba- 


of the North Ame. N 
can Colonies 4 
in which : 


$ hoped, and e 


tenderneſs 


vi APP EN PIX. 


tenderneſs of the Mother Country, and 
this open reſiſtance to its authority, can 
only have found place among the lower 
and more ignorant of the people. The 
better and wiſer part of the Colonies will 
know, that decency and ſubmiſſion may 
prevail, not only to redreſs grievances, 
but to obtain grace and favour, while the 
outrage of a public violence can expect 
nothing but ſeverity and chaſtiſement. 
You, and all his Majeſty's ſervants, from 
a ſenſe of your duty to, and love of, your 
Country, will endeavour to excite and 
encourage theſe ſentimeats. | 

If, by lenient and per ſuaſide methogs, you 
can contribute to reſtore that peace and 
tranquillity to the Provinces, on which 


their welfare and happineſs depend, you 7 
will do a moſt acceptable and efſential N 
ſervice to your Country: but having fat 4 
every ſlep which the utmoſt prudence and len 4 
nity can diftate, in, compaſſion to the folly q | 
and ignorance. of ſome miſguided peo- . 
ple, you will not, on the other hand S 
where your aſſiſtance may be wanted „ 4D 
ſtrengthen the hands of government, fil ky ' 


- 0 
to concur in every proper meaſure f 
it 
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is ſupport, by ſuch a timely exertion of 
force, as may be neceſſary to repel acts 
of outrage and violence, and to provide 
for the maintenance of peace and good 
order in the provinces. 


NUMBER III. 


- 


py of a LETTER from Mr. S——Y 
(x, to Governor BERNARD. 


Oftober 24, 1765. 
SIR, 


e letters of the 15th, 16th, 
22d, and 3 iſt of Auguſt, have been 
ceived ; the three former not till yeſ- 
terday, | 
k is with the greateſt concern his Ma- 
y learns the diſturbances which have 
ltely ariſen in your Province, the general 
wilſon that ſeems to reign there, and 
ie total languor and want of energy, in 
Pr government, to exert itſelf with any 
Unity or efficacy, for the ſuppreſſion of 
Wilts, which ſeem to ſtrike at the 
RJ being of all authority and ſubordi- 
nation 


—ͤ K—— ———ů Tn TIP 


— MSDE . ññ——— — 
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| 
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nation among you. His Majeſty cannot 
but, with the greateſt ſurprize, hear of 
the refuſal of your Council to call for 
the aid of any regular force to the ſup- 
port of the civil magiſtracy, at a time 
when, it ſeems, you had reaſon to think, 
there was no other power capable of 
providing for the peace and quiet of the 
Province. 

Nothing can, certainly, exceed the ill. 
adviſed and intemperate conduct held by 
a party in your Province, which can in 
no way contribute to the removal of any 
real grievance they might labour under, 
but may tend to obſtruct and impede the 
exertion of his Majeſty's benevolent at- 
tention to the eaſe 'and comfort, as well 
as the welfare, of all his people. 

It is hoped, and expected, that thi 
want of confidence in the juſtice and 
tenderneſs of the Mother Country, and 
this open reſiſtance to its authority, cal 
only have found place among the Jove 
and more ignorant of the people; the 
better and more wiſe part of the Cob 
nies will know, that decency and ſub- 


miſſion may prevail, not only to redres 
gtievances 
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gier2nces, but to obtain grace and fa- | 
wur, while the outrage of a public vio- 
ace can expect nothing but ſeverity and 
chaſtiſement. Theſe ſentiments, you, : 
ud all his Majeſty's ſervants, from a 
ſenſe of your duty to, and love of, your 
Country, will endeavour to excite and 
encourage : you will all, in a particular _ 
manner, call upon them not to render | 
their caſe deſperate ; you will, in the 
ſtrongeſt colours, repreſent to them the 
eadful conſequences that muſt inevita- 
dy attend the forcible and violent re- 
ſtance to acts of the Britiſh parliament, 
ad the ſcene of miſery and diſtraction 
to doth Countries, inſeparable from ſuch 
conduct. 


1, by lenient and perſuaſive methods, 
u can contribute to reſtore that peace 
[ud tranquillity to the Provinces, on 
Mich their welfare and happineſs de- 
j nd, you will do a moſt acceptable and 
| ntl ſervice to your Country; but 
Rug taken every ſtep which the ut- 
Bolt prudence and lenity can dictate, in 
Mpaſſion to the folly and ignorance of 

| - fome 
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ſome miſguided people, you will not, on 
the other hand, fail to uſe your utmoſt 
power for repelling all a&s of outrage 
and violence, and to provide for the 
maintenance of peace and good order 
in the Province, by ſuch a timely exer- 
tion of force, as the occaſion may re- 
quire ; | for which purpoſe, you will 
make the proper applications to general 
Gage, or lord Colvil, commanders « 
his Majeſty's land and naval forces in 
America: for however unwillingly his 
Majeſty may conſent to the exertion 0 


ſuch powers as may endanger the ſafety 

of a ſingle ſubject, yet can he not permit 

his own dignity, and the authority 

the Britiſh Legiſlature, to be trampled 05 

on by force and violence, and in avowef : 

contempt of all order, duty and de k 

Corum, 

: 8 
If the ſubject is aggrieved, he knon T 

in what manner legally and confi hi 

tionally to apply for relief: but it 5 e 

ſuitable, either to the ſafety or digni Amer; 

of the Britiſh empire, that any indir, 

a under the pretence of ted 


grievance 
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grievances, ſhould preſume to violate the 
public peace. | 
| I am, &c. 

H. 8. Cr. 


P. S. The ſloop which carries this will 


carry orders to lord Colvil, and to 
the governor of Nova- Scotia, to 
ſend to your aſſiſtance any force 
which may be thought neceſſary 
- from thence, and which that Pro- 
vince can ſupply. 


—_y 
- 


NUMBER IV. 


h Mr. S—_y C y's Circular 
LETTER 7 the GovERNoRs in North 
America, ; 


SIR, Oftcher 24, 1765. 
T is with the greateſt concern, that 
his Majeſty learns the diſturbances 
Mich have ariſen in ſome of the North 
American Colonies : if this evil ſhould 
tothe Government of —, where 
u prelide, the utmoſt exertion of your 
b 2 prudence 


—ä—— — — — — 
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prudence will be neceſſary, fo as juſtly 
to temper your conduct between that 
caution and coolneſs which the delicacy 
of ſuch a ſituation may demand, on the 
one hand, and the vigour neceſſary to 
ſuppreſs outrage and violence, on the 
other. It is impoſſible, at this diſtance, 
to aſſiſt you, by any particular or poſitive 
inſtruction; becauſe you will find your- 
ſelf neceſſarily obliged to take your reſ0- 


Jution, as particular circumſtances and of 
emergencies may require. tr 
His Majeſty, and the ſervants he ho- cot 

' nours with his confidence, cannot but 
lament the ill - adviſed intemperance Call 
ſhewn already in ſome of the Provinces, delt 
by taking up a conduct, which can in n colo 
way contribute to the removal of any Conſ 
real grievance they might labour under, the f. 
but may tend to obſtruct and impede the of th 
exertion of his Majeſty's benevolence of m 
and attention to the eaſe and comfort, ad © 
well as the welfare, of all his people. bo bot 
It is hoped and expected, that this i con 
want of confidence in the juſtice and If, b 
tenderneſs of the Mother Country, 4 Ju ear 


Call 


this open reſiſtance to its authority, 
| 0 
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only have found place among the lower 
and more ignorant of the people. The 
better and wiſer part of the Colonies 
will know, that decency and ſubmiſſion 
my prevail, not only to redreſs grie- 
vances, but to obtain grace and favour, 
while the outrage of a public violence 
can expect nothing but ſeverity and cha- 
ſiſement. Theſe ſentiments you, and 
al his Majeſty's ſervants, from a ſenſe 
of your duty to, and love of, your Coun- 
try, will endeavour to excite. and en- 
courage. 

You will all, in a particular manner, 
call upon them-not to render their caſe 
leſperate. You will, in the ſtrongeſt 
colours, repreſent to them the dreadful 
donſequences that muſt inevitably attend 
the forcible and violent reſiſtance to acts 
df the Britiſh Parliament, and the ſcene 
of miſery and calamity to themſelves, 
nd of mutual weakneſs and diſtraction 
b both Countries, inſeparable from ſuch 
conduct. roy 

If, by lenient and perſuaſive methods, 
Ml can contribute to reſtore that peace 


nd tranquillity to the Provinces, on 
* which 


xiv APPENDIX. 


which their welfare and happineſs de- 
pend, you will do a moſt acceptable and 
eſſential ſervice to your Country: but 
having taken every ſtep which the utmoſt 
prudence and lenity can dictate, in com- 
paſſion to the folly and ignorance of 
ſome miſguided people, you will not, on 
the other hand, fail to uſe your utmoſt 
power, for repelling all acts of outrage 
and violence, and to -provide for the 
maintenance of peace and good order in 
the Province, by ſuch a timely exertion 
of force as the occaſion may require; 
for which purpoſe, you will make the 
proper applications to general Gage, 0 
lord Colville, commanders of his Ma- 
jeſty's land and naval forces in America, 
For however unwillingly his Majeſty 
may conſent to the exertion of ſuch 
powers as may endanger the ſafety of 4 
ſingle ſubject; yet can he not permit l 
own dignity, and the authority of ti 
Britiſh Legiſlature, to be trampled on i 
force and violence, and in avowed con 
tempt of all order, duty and decorum. 
If the ſubject is aggrieved, he kno# 


in what manner legally and conſti 
| tional 
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tionally to apply for relief; but it is not 
ſuitable,” either to the ſafety or dignity 
of the Britiſh empire, that any indi- 
"duals, under the pretence of redreſſing 
grievances, ſhould preſume to violate the 


public peace, 


I am, &c. | 
H. S. Gr. 


p. S. To Governer WII uor. 


Jou will probably receive application 

from governor Bernard, to ſend him 
bart of the force which may be with 
in your government. Lord Colville 
has command to tranſport them ; and 
Jou will be very attentive, that the 
public ſervice ſhould ſuffer no impe- 
Unent from any delay in you, when 
bach application is made. 


| Extract of. a LETTER from Mr, S—y 


you ſeem apprehenſive, to the great 6 
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0 


* 44 


Y, to Major-General Gacr, 


December 15, 1766. 
8 IR. : 5, 7765 
* the favour of your letters of the 
4th, 8th, and gth of November laſt, 
by which I learn, with the utmoſt con- 
cern, the diſordered ſtate of the Province 
where you reſide, and the very riotous 
and outrageous behaviour of too many 
of the inhabitants. 
"I did not fail to lay your diſpatches, 
together with thoſe of lieutenant-gover- 
nor Colden, © before his Majeſty, who, 
though highly provoked by ſuch an in- 
ſult offered to his governor there, b 
however pleaſed to hear, that matter 
were not puſhed to ſuch extremity, & 
might have coſt the lives of many of li 
ſubjects, and perhaps have tended, & 


triment, if not ruin, of the town $ 
New-York ; particularly if the fort 1 
fired-on that inſolent and infatuated ms 


whid 
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which ſo provokingly approached. The 
temper ſhewn, as well by lieutenant- 
goyernor Colden, as by the officers there, 
is highly to be commended. His Ma- 
jelty is willing to ſuppoſe, that both 
yourſelf and governor Colden have ated 
on principles of duty to his ſervice, in 
the advice and reſolution formed to put 
the ſtampt paper into the hands of the 
magiſtrates of New-York ; which, how- 
erer, unleſs the neceſſity for it appeared 
rery preſſing, muſt certainly be looked 
upon as a ſtep greatly humiliating and 
&rogating to his Majeſty's government. 
If the poſt was not tenable, or the 
papers inſecure there, it ſhould ſeem 
nuch preferable to have put them on 
ard the man of war, as was propoſed : 
r does there appeat any good reaſon, 
lty captain Kennedy refuſed to take 
em, It is difficult, at this diſtance, ta 
ge with the ſame propriety of the 
daduct, ta be held on occaſions of ſuch 
iculty and importance, as on the ſpot. 
jd the perſonal lafety of thoſe in the 
r done been conſidered, I am per- 
&d, there would not have been 3 
0 momeat's 
{ 


raſhly have been attempted : nor can his 
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moment's heſitation about the defence 
of it, againſt any attack that might 


Majeſty ſuppoſe any want of reſolution 
for his ſervice, in thoſe who have, in 
their different ſtations, given ſo many 
proofs of their regard to it. It ſhoull 
otherwiſe ſeem, that the reality of the 
mobs being armed and prepared for an 
actual attack, ſhould have been well al 
certained before the papers were givet 


up. | 

"The ſtep you have thought fit to take, « 
in drawing together ſuch forces as the 
ſituation allowed, was certainly prudent, WW 
and could not be too ſoon determine, ne 
on any poſitive grounds, to ſuſpect all of 
inſurrection; and eſpecially in regard 088874 
the ſecuring his Majeſty's ſtores, a cl" 
cumſtance which will ſtill demand you & 


greateſt attention; and particularly tholl 
arms, which may be ſeized by the mol 
for their own mutinous purpoſes. 

© Your fituation is certainly delicate 6 
difficult, it requires both prudence a 
firmneſs in the conduct of all emploſh 
in his Majeſty's ſervice there; e(pecil 
| conlidet! 
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conſidering what you ſay of the difficul- 
ty, or rather impoſſibility, of drawing 
any conſiderable number of men toge- 
ther, and of the impracticability of at- 
tempting any thing by force, in the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of the people, without a 
relpetable body of troops. 

You ſeem to think there are ſtill hopes, 
that as the ſpirits of thoſe unhappy peo- 
ple have time to cool, there will be more 
lbmifion ſhewn ; you will not fail, I 
an perſuaded, in your ſtation, to avail 

yourſelf of every favourable ſymptom for 
ee improvement of ſuch favourable diſ- 
palitions, any more than to exert your- 
oy where the neceſſity of the caſe may 
ure, in ſupport of the honour of go- 
ment, and for ſuppreſſing any riotous 
1 ir redellious reſiſtance offered to the 
or tho magiſtrates who have the 
ecution of them. 

| hope my former letters are come ſafe, 
by will have conveyed to you bis Majeſty's 
Mnents and commands for your conduct, 


ef notice of theſe diflurbances, 


Cc 2 NUMBER 


N 
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NUMBER vi. 


Copy of a LETTER from Mr. S-—-y 
Su, fo Lieutenant · Gorerur 
Cor px, 


| | December 15, 1765, 
S I R, 
Have received your letter of the 5th 
of November by major James, and 

that of the gth of the ſame month by 

the pacquet, with the minutes of the 
council of New-York, from the 41ſt of 

October to the 6th of November, &c,— 

From your laſt letter, I have hopes that 

time will produce a recollection, which 

may lead theſe unhappy people back tot 
ſenſe of their duty; and that, in the 
mean time, every proper and practicable 
meaſure will be taken to awe that licen- 
tious ſpirit, which has hurried them t0 
thoſe acts of outrage and violence, equally 
dangerous to the ſober and well-diſpoſ 
part of the people, the eaſe and quiet of 
the city, and ſubverſive of all order and 
authority among them. 

F 
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Sir Henry Moore will certainly be ar- 
tired before this reaches you; it is ex- 
petted, therefore, Sir, from your know- 
ledge of the country and people, that 
you ſhould inform the new governor of 
every thing neceſſary for his knowledge, 
a well reſpecting the ſtate of things, as 
the characters and diſpoſitions of men 
in that country, He will ſee that, by 
his inſtructions, he is empowered to ſuſ- 
pend members of the council, and offi- 
cers of the Jaw, who ſhall appear to de- 
fire it ; being, in that caſe, only obliged 
to ſend home immediately the reaſons 
and cauſes of ſuch ſuſpenſion. It is not 
improbable, that ſuch times as theſe 
may require the exerciſe of that power : 
is it is not doubted the governor will uſe 
it with diſcretion, ſo it is expected he 
ſhould not want firmneſs to uſe it boldly, 
Whenever it may ſeem uſeful to the King's 
ſenice and the public peace. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER VII. 


1. of the RESOLUTIONS of the Hue 
of Burgeſſes in Virginia, in conſequence 
of a Motion made (May 29, 1765,) 1 
take into Confideration the late Act fir 


' levying a Duty upon Stamps. p 
Reſolved, HAT the firſt adyenturers 4 
and ſettlers of this his Ma- he 
jeſty's Colony and Dominion of Virginia tart 
brought with them, and tranſmitted to F 
their poſterity, and all other his Ma- ple. 
jeſty's ſubjects ſince inhabiting in this Colo 
his Majeſty's ſaid Colony, all the liber- fore 
ties, privileges, franchiſes and immuni- Rerne, 
ties, that bave at any time been held ternal 
and enjoyed, and poſſeſſed by the people Won ; 
of Great Britain. 


Reſolved, That, by two royal charten 
granted by kifg James I. the Colonies 
aforeſaid are declared entitled to all Ir 
berties, privileges and immunities of 
denizens and natural ſubjects, to all in- 


tents and purpoſes, as if they had been 
abiding 
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tbiding and born within the realm of 
England. | 

Reſolved, That the taxation of the 
people, by themſelves, or by perſons 
choſen by themſelves to repreſent them, 
who can only know what taxes the peo- 
ple are able to bear, or the eaſieſt me- 
thod of raiſing them, and muſt them- 
ſelves be affected by every tax laid on 
the people, is the only ſecurity againſt a 
burthenſome- taxation, and the diſtin- 
guſhing characteriſtic of Britiſh free- 
Gm, without which the antient conſti- 
tution cannot exiſt. 

Reſolved, That his Majeſty's liege peo- 
ple of this his moſt antient and loyal 
Colony have, without interruption, en- 
ed the ineſtimable right of being go- 
emed by ſuch laws, reſpecting their in- 
emal polity and taxation, as are derived 
tom their own conſent, with the ap- 
Probation of their ſovereign, or his ſub- 
ltutes, and that the ſame hath been 


tnſtant]y recognized by the King and 
ple of Great Britain. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER VIII. 
| Otber x, 1768, 
Copy of a Reprefentation of the Lordi Cin- 
miſioners for Trade and Plantatims, 
touching the Proceedings and Reſolutions 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives of Maſ. 
ſachuſet s Bay, with reſpect to the A 
for levying a Duty upon Stamps in A- 
merica, and to other As of the Pariia« 
ment of Great Britain. 


9 


To the KIN G's %% Excellent Mah; 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
"*: HE Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
your Majeſty's Province of Malls- 
chuſet's Bay having, laft year, printed 
and publiſhed, in the journals of ther 
proceedings, a letter from a Committes 
of that Houſe to their Agent here; in 
which letter the acts and reſolutions of 
the Parliament of Great-Britain were 
treated with the moſt indecent ar 


uud principles tending to a denial of the x 
| "i 


ha 
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tight of Parliament to levy taxes upon 
your Majeſty's ſubjects in the Colonies, 
were openly avowed ; our predeceſſors in 
office thought it their duty to tranſmit 
this tranſaction to your Majeſty's conſi- 
deration, to the end that ſuch directions 
might be given, as the nature and im- 
portance of the matter ſhould appear to 
require, 

Since this, and ſince the paſſing the 
i of Parliament. for levying a ſtamp 
duty in America, the grounds of which 
Kt gave riſe to the reflexions contained 
in the above-mentioned letter, the ſame 


ſpirit that dictated the ſentiments it ex- 


preſſes, has appeared throughout the 
Mole proceedings of the faid Houſe of 
epreſentatives, - | : 
Upon the election of counſellors, who, 
pj the conſtitution of this Colony, are 
wually choſen by the Houſe of Repre- 
Natives, the ſtrongeſt endeavours were 
rb preclude: your Majeſty's ſecretary 
ate, who has always been a member 


td; and this, as your Majeſty's go- 
r 1epteſents, merely on account of 
his 


the council from his ſeat ' at that 


2 
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his having received an appointment (un- 
ſolicited) to be a diſtributor of the 
ſtamps : and the motion made in that 
Houſe, to diſcontinue the annual falary 
allowed for the ſupport of your Majeſtys 
goveriior, upon Which proceeding we 
have this day made a ſeparate repreſents 
tion to your Majeſty, ſeems to have . 


riſen from the ſame motives. be 
"Theſe; however, being only attempts th 
of individuals in the community, wou te 
not either have required or deſerved yout ap 
Mazeſty's attention, in the light in which bn; 
we view them; but it further appeats Croy 
from the journals of the Houſe of NH ed 
Preſentatives in their. laſt ſeſſion, hehe. 
alis Aſſembly, having thought fit n noſes 
the propriety and expediency of the N ee 


nc, and of other acts of parliament, a ſi 
Jett of open queſtion and diſcuſſion, came 
ſeveral reſolutions and proceedings theft 
zupon, which they kept ſecret till the 
dayof-their ſeflion, when they publi 
them in their printed journal 
follow the treſolutions— Then the Bod 
of Trade proceeds thus: The ohe 
dhe refelutions' and proceedings p 
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e adyj 


May think Proper and expedient to 
e ereupon, | 


"Which is mog bumbly ſubmitted Kc. 
* ſ - 
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NUMBER 1s. 


Copy of a Rehreſintation from the Buard of 
Trade, with ſeveral Papers tranſmitted, 
relative to the outrageous Behavitur 6 
the People at the Town of Boſton, i 
Oppofition to the Stamp-Duty AF. Date 
October 10, 1765. 


To the KING's Mol Excellent Mairh 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
; Sg INCE our humble repreſentatic 

to your Majeſty of the iſt inf. 
conſequence of ſome alarming procert 
_ ings of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
the Province of Maſſachuſet's Bay, 
have received letters from , gin 
an account of a riot of à moſt danger 
tendency, which had ariſen in the to 
of Boſton, and which, directing its f 
againſt the houſes and perſons of 
lieutenant-governor, and other princi 
officers of government, continued! | 
repeated acts of extraordinary violet | 
from the 15th of Auguſt to the 28 f 


© * 
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the fame month; at which period the 
tumult ſeemed ſuſpended, rather than 
allayed. © 

In whatever light theſe diſturbances 
may be viewed, whether in reſpect of 
the avowed object, which the perpetra- 
tors and abettors of them declare to be 
« general reſolution, to oppoſè and pre- 
ent the execution of an act of the Par- 
lament of Great-Britain, or in reſpe& 
of the ſtate of government and magi- 
racy there, which —— repreſents to 
be utterly incapable of reſiſting or ſup- 
preſſing theſe tumults and diſorders, they 
kem to us of ſuch high importance, that 
Fe loſe no time in laying the letters and 
papers relating thereunto before your 
Majeſty, that your Majeſty may direct 
ch meaſures to be purſued, as your 
Majeſty, with the advice of your Coun- 
«a think moſt prudent and effec- 


Which is moſt humbly ſubmitted, &c, 


NUMBER 


* 
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NUMBER KX. 


Extract of @ Letter from —, 50 My, 
| 81 Cy, 


New-York, Sept. 23, 176;. 


HE reſolves of the Aſſembly of 
; Virginia, which you will have 
feen, gave the ſignal for a general out- 
cry over the Continent ; and though I 
do not find, that the Aſſembly of any 
other Province has yet come to reſolu- 
tions of the fame tendency, they have 
been applauded as the protectors and aſ- 
ſertors of American liberty; and all per- 
ſons excited and encouraged by writings 
in the public papers, and ſpeeches, with- 
out any reſerve, to oppoſe the execu- 
tion of the act: the general ſcheme 
concerted throughout ſeems to have 
been, firſt, by menace or force, to oblige 
the ſtamp officers to reſign their em- 
ployments, in which they have generally 
ſucceeded ; and next, to deſtroy the 
ſtampt papers upon their arrival; that, 
having no ſtamps, neceſſity might be al 


excuſe 
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eus for the diſpatch of buſineſs with- 
out them; and that, before they could 
be replaced, the clamour and outcry of 
the people, with addreſſes and remon- 
firances from the Aſſemblies, might pro- 
cure a repeal of the act. The populace 
of Ballon took the lead in the riots, and 
by an aſſault upon the houſe of the ſtamp 
officer, forced him to a reſignation. The 
little turbulent Colony of Rhode-Iſſand 
niſed their mob likewiſe ; who were 
not content only to force a promiſe from 
the perſon appointed to diſtribute the 
ſtamps, that he would not act in that 
employment, but alſo aſſaulted and de- 
ſtroyed the houſes and furniture of Meſſ. 
Howard and Moffatt, and obliged them 
to fly for ſafety on board a ſhip of war: 
the firſt, a lawyer of reputation, had 
wrote in defence of the rights of the Par- 
lament of Great- Britain to lay taxes upon 
the Colonies ; the other a phyſician, who 
tad ſupported the ſame in his converſa- 
u. The neighbouring Provinces ſeem- 

inclined” to follow theſe examples, 

Mit were prevented by the almoſt gene- 

Ml relignation of the ſtamp "officers. 

The 
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The Boſton mob, raiſed firſt by the in- 
ſtigation of many of the principal inha · 
bitants, allured by plunder, roſe ſhortly 
after of their own accord] attacked, 
robbed, and deſtroyed ſeveral houſes, 
and amongſt others, that of the Lieute- 
nant-governor, and only ſpared the Go- 
vernor's, becauſe his effects had been te- 
moved. People then began to be terci- 
hed at the ſpirit they had raiſed ; to per- 
ceive that popular fury was not to be 
guided, and each individual feared he 
might he the next victim to their rapi- 


city. The ſame fears ſpread through the 
other Provinces, and there bas been a 
much pains taken fince, to prevent injurrts 
tions of the people, as before to excite the 


__DA___—_ 


— 
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NUMBER Xl. 
Extract of a State of the Province, an 
tained in a Letter to Mr. C- 
dated, Dec. 13, 1765. 
E gentlemen of the law make 
ſecond claſs, in which are proper 
included both the bench and the * 


\ 
— 
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bers, they rule the Houſe of the Aſſem- 
bly, in all matters of importance; the 
greateſt number of the aſſembly being 
common farmers, who know little of 
men and things, and are eaſily deluded 
and ſeduced. 

By this affociation, united in intereſt 
and family connections with the pro- 
prietors of the great tracts, a domination 
of lawyers was formed in this Province, 
which, for ſome years paſt, has been 
too ſtrong for the executive powers of | 
- government.—Beſides what is before re- 
lated, it is neceflary to obſerve, that, for 
ſeveral years paſt, the Aſſembly grants 
the ſupport of power only from year to 
year; they increaſe and leſſen the {als 
ries of all the officers at their pleaſure; 
and the bill paſſed in the Houle of A- 
ſembly (the author means the Houſe of 
Commons) in the laſt ſeſſions of pu- 
liament, laying internal taxes on the Co- 
lony, and paying all the officers of go 
vernment, as it is ſuggeſted they maj 
intend to do, will deſtroy the great 200 
andue influence, which the Afﬀembiy 
has gained over the adminiſtration, 
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the great prejudice of his Majeſty's pre- 
ropative in the Colonies ; and it is chrefly 
fir this reaſon that the popular leaders jo 
violently oppoſe the act for laying a Stamp 
Duty, 


NUMBER XII. 


Extraft of a LETTER fo the Lorps of 
Trane, dated Aug. 15, 1766. 
c 


ESTERDAY morning, at break o 
day, was diſcovered hanging upon 
a tree, in a ſtreet in the town, an eftigy, 
with inſcriptions, ſhewing, that it was 
tended to repreſent Mr. Oliver the ſe- 
cretary, who had lately accepted the of- 
bee of Stamp Diſtributor. Some of the 
deghbours offered to take it down, but 
bey were given to know, that would 
Wt be permitted. Many gentlemen, 
hecially ſome of the council, treated 
u 2 boyiſh ſport, that did not deſerve 
le notice of the Governor and Council. 
ever, the Lieutenant-governor, as 
fur juſtice, directed the Sheriff to or- 
e 2 der 
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der his officers to take down the effigy ; 
and a Council was appointed to meet in 
the afternoon, to conſider what ſhould 
be done, if the Sheriff's officers were 
obſtructed in removing the effigy. 
Before the Council met, the Sheriff 
reported, that his officers had endea- 
youred to take down the effigy, but could 
not do it without imminent danger of 
their lives. The Council met, repres 
ſented this tranſaction as the beginning 
of much greater commotions, and de- 
fired their advice what ſhould be done 
upon this occaſion. A majority of the 
Council ſpoke in form againſt doing any 
thing; but upon very different princi- 
ples: ſome ſaid it was a trifling buſinels, 
which, if let alone, would ſubſide of 
itſelf; but if taken notice of, would be- 
come a ſerious affair. Others ſaid, that 
it was a ſerious affair already: that it 
was a preconcerted buſineſs, in whic 
the greateſt part of the town was en 
gaged : that there was no force to op 
poſe it, and making an oppoſition to i 
without a power to ſupport the oppoll 
tion, would only enflame the Peoph 


- 2 
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and be a means of extending the miſ- 
chief to perſons not at preſent the ob- 
jets of it. The Sheriff was ordered to 
aſſemble the peace officers, and preſerve 
the peace ; a matter of form, rather than 
real ſignificance. 

It now grew dark; when the mob, 
which had been gathering all the after- 
noon, came down to the Town- houſe, 
bringing the effigy with them ; and, 
knowing that they were ſitting in the 
Council- chamber, they gave three huz- 
zas, by way of defiance, and-paſſed on. 
From thence they went to a new build- 
ing, lately erected by Mr. Oliver to let 
out for ſhops, and not quite finiſhed : 
this they called the Stamp-office, and 
pulled it down to the ground in five 
minutes, From thence they went to 
Mr. Oliver's houſe, before which they 
beheaded the effigy, and broke all the 
madows next the ſtreet. Then they 
aried the effigy to Fort Hill, near Mr. 
iver's houſe, where they burnt the 
ley in a bonfire, made of the timber 
ley had pulled down from the building. 
Ir. Oliver had removed his family from 


his 
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his houſe, and remained himſelf with a | 
few friends, when the mob returned to 


attack the houſe. 
Mr. Oliver was'prevailed upon to re- 
tire, and his friends kept poſſeſſion of 
" the houſe: the mob finding the door 
barricaded; broke down the whole fence 
of the garden towards Fort Hill; and 
coming on, beat all the doors and win- 
dows of the garden front, and entered 
the houſe, the gentlemen there retiring, 
As ſoon as they had got poſſeſſion, they 
ſearched about for Mr. Oliver, declaring 
they would kill him. Finding that he 
had left the houſe, a party ſet out to 
ſearch two neighbouring houſes, in one 
of which Mr. Oliver was ; but, happily, 
they were diverted from this purſuit by 
a gentleman telling them, that Mr. Oli- 
ver'was gone with the Governor to the 
Caſtle; otherwiſe he would certainly 
have been murthered. After eleven 
o'clock, the mob ſeeming to grow quiet 
the Licutenant-governor, Chief Juſtice, 
and the Sheriff, ventured to go to Mr. 
Oliver's houſe, to endeavour to perſuade 
them to diſperſe : as ſoon as they * 
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to ſpeak, a ringleader cried out, The 

Governor and the Sheriff, to your arms, 

my boys ;” preſently after, a volley of 

ſtones followed, and the two gentlemen 

narrowly eſcaped, through favour of the 

night, not without ſome bruiſes. I 

ſhould have mentioned before, that a 
written order was ſent to the Colonel of 
the regiment of militia, to beat an a- 
lam: he anſwered, that it would ſignify 
nothing, for, as ſoon as the drum was 
heard, the drummer would be knocked 
down, and the dram broke : he added, 
that probably all the drummers of the 
regiment were in the mob. Nothing 
more being to be done, the mob were 
lt to diſperſe at their own time, which 
they did about twelve o'clock. —Whilft 
lam writing, I ſaw a bonfire burning 
on Fort Hill, by which I underſtand the 
mob is up, and probably doing miſchief ; 
[ſhall therefore diſcontinue this letter 
WT can receive information of what is 
Wte this night. 
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128 | Au 16. 
N the afternoon of yeſterday, ſeveral 
gentlemen applied to Mr. Oliver, to 
adviſe him to make a public declaration, 
that he would reſign the office, and ne- 
ver act in it; without which they (aid 
his houſe would be immediately deſtroy- 
ed, and his life in continual danger: 
upon which he was obliged to authorize 
ſome gentlemen to declare in public, 
that he would immediately apply for 
leave to reſign, and would not act in the 
office (as indeed it was impoſſible for him 
to do) until he received further orders, 


| Auguſt 22. 
| 1 Come now to purſue the ſubject of 
my letter, dated the 15th and 16th 
inſtant, —It is difficult to conceive the 
fury, which at preſent poſſeſſes the peo- 
ple of Boſton, of all orders and degrees 
of men: if a gentleman, in common 
converſation, ſignifies his diſapprobatiol 
of this inſurrection, his perſon is im. 
mediately in danger. A gentleman he- 


ving faid, that, notwithſtanding 3 
| W 


PEN D IX. xli 
as paſſed, he would accept of the 
ſamp- office, a day was fixed for pulling 
down his houſe ; it was prevented not 
without difficulty. Another gentleman 
having mentioned his expectation, that 
ſome regular forces would be ſent into 
the town, was obliged to make inter- 
ceſſion to prevent his being mobbed. A 
Miniſter of the church of England ha- 
ung, in his ſermon, obliquely condemned 
theſe proceedings, has been threatened 
vith the reſentment of the People. On 
the other hand, a Miniſter of one of 
the principal meetings told Mr. Oliver, 
that though he was ſorry this miſchief 
had fell upon him, yet it was a very 
proper and neceflary proceeding, and he 
(ute approved of it. Another congre- 
ptonal Miniſter, well known by his 
te polemical writings, has, as I have 
pen told by ſeveral perſons, juſtified this 
Poceeding in his ſermon, and. prayed 
fits ſucceſs ; but there are congrega- 
ml Miniſters, I doubt not, (and I 
Wor ſome) who condema it, but they 
re not ſpeak out, which is the caſe of 
f one who does not approve of it.— 


I 


2 


than is paſſed: the Sheriff of this coun- 
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I would not willingly aggravate matters, 
but I really fear much worſe is to come 


ty, a prudent and reſolute man, has told 

me, that he was applied to by ſome 

friends, who would have perſuaded him 

to reſign his office, for it would ſoon 
become dangerous for a civil officer to 
appear; and that both his deputies at 
Boſton had applied to reſign. The fir 
of November is appointed for a grand 
jubilee ; when, I ſuppoſe, there will be 
much miſchief done, and vengeance 
wrecked upon thoſe who remain friends 


to government. 
Auguft 31, 1765 a 

T is with the utmoſt concern, that! bo 
am obliged to continue the ſubject of Ti 
my laſt letters of the 15th and 16th, bor 
and of the 22d inſt. the diſorders of the gre 
town having been carried to much greate! the 
lengths than what I have informed yous ls th 
Lordſhips of. | lun 
After the demolition of Mr. Ollie vent 
houſe was found ſo practicable and calf F Ma 


lool | 
0188 
| 


that the government was obliged to 
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on, without being able to take any one 
ſtep to prevent it, and the principal peo- 
ple of the town publicly avowed and 
juſtified the act, the mob, both great 
and ſmall, became highly elated, and 
all kinds of ill-humours were ſet on 
foot : every thing that, for years paſt, 
had been the cauſe of any popular diſ- 
content, was revived ; and private re- 
ſentments againſt perſons in office 
worked themſelves in, and endeavoured 
to exert themſelves under the maſk of 
the public cauſe. 

On Monday, Auguſt 26, there was 
lome ſmall rumour, that miſchief would 
be done that night ; but it was in gene- 
ral diſregarded. Towards evening, ſome 
boys began to light a bonfire before the 
Town-houſe, which is an uſual ſignal 
lor a mob. Before it was quite dark, a 
peat company of people gathered toge- 
iter, crying, Liberty and Property; which 
their uſual notice of their intention to 
Plunder and pull down an houſe. They 
| vent firſt to Mr, Paxton's houſe, who 
*marſhal of the Court of Admiralty, 
| ud ſurveyor of the port; and finding 
f 2 before 
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before it the owner of the houſe (Mr. 
Paxton being only a tenant) he aſſured 
them, that Mr. Paxton had quitted the 
houſe with his beſt effects, and that the 
houſe was his; that he had never in- 
jured them, and finally, invited them to 
go to the tavern and drink a barrel of 
punch: the offer was accepted, and ſo 
that houſe was ſaved. As ſoon as they 
had drank the punch, they went to the 
houſe of Mr. Storey, regiſter-deputy of 
the Admiralty, broke into it, and broke 
it all to-pieces, and took out all the 
books and papers, among which were 
all the records of the Court of Admi- 
ralty, and carried them to the bonkre, 
and there burnt them: they alſo looked 
about for him with an intention to kill 
him. From thence they went to Mr 
Hollowell's, comptroller of the Cuſtoms, 

broke into his houſe, and deſtroyed and 

carried off every thing of value, with 

about thirty pounds, ſterling, in call. 

This houſe was lately built by himſclh 

and fitted and ſurniſhed with great ele- 

gance. But the grand miſchief of al 

was to come. 


, The 


- 
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The Lieutenant-governor had been 
prized, that there was an evil ſpirit 
zone forth againſt him ; but, being con- 
ſcious that he had not in the leaſt de- 
eyed to be made a party, in regard to 
the Stamp-a& or the Cuſtom-houſe, he 
reſted in full ſecurity that the mob would 
not attack him ; and he was at ſupper 
with his family when he received advice 
that the mob was coming to him. He 
immediately ſent away his children, and 
letermined to ſtay in the houſe himſelf : 
but, happily, his eldeſt daughter return- 
ed, and declared ſhe would not ſtir from 
lhe houſe, unleſs he went with her; by 
Waich means ſhe got him away, which 
vas undoubtedly the occaſion of ſaving 
lis life. For, as ſoon as the mob had 
wt into the houſe, with a moſt irreſiſt- 
Wl fury, they immediately looked about 
ir bim, to murder him, and even made 
Wlipent enquiry whither he was gone. 
They went to work with a rage ſcarce 
lo be exemplified by the moſt ſavage 
Kople. Every thing moveable was de- 
ſojed in the moſt minute manner, ex- 
pt ſuch things of value as were worth 
carrying 


xIvi nl. 


carrying off; among which were near 
1000 J. ſterling, in ſpecie, beſides a great 
quantity cf family plate, &c. But the 
loſs to be moſt lamented is, that there 
was 1n one room, kept for that purpoſe, 
a large and valuable collection of manu- 
{cripts and original papers, which he had 
been gathering all his life-time, and to 
which all perſons, who had been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of valuable papers of a public 
kind, had been contributing, as to: 
public Muſeum. As thele related to the 
hiſtory and policy of the country, from 
the time of its ſettlement to the preſent, 


and was the only collection of its king, ha 
the joſs to the public is great and ir. A 
trievable, as it is to himſelf, the lols d 11 
the papers of a family, which had madt _ 
a figure in this Proyince for a hundred fel 
and thirty years. As ſor the houls * 
which, from its ſtructure and inlide f- "FM 


niſhing, ſeemed to be from a delign d 
Inigo Jones, or his ſucceſſor, it appeah 
that they were a long while reſolved 1 
level it to the ground: they worked 
three hours at the cupola before the 
could get it down, and they __ : 
"> 


. 
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part of the roof ; but I ſuppoſe, that the 
* thickneſs of the walls, which were of 
very fine brick-work, adorned with Ionic 
pilaſters worked into the wall, prevented 
their compleating their purpoſe, though 
they worked at it till day-light. The 
next day, the ſtreets were found ſcattered 
with money, plate, gold zings, &c. which 
had been dropt in carrying off. The 
whole loſs in this houſe is reckoned at 
10001, ſterling.— It was now becoming 
a war of plunder, of general levelling, 
and taking away the diſtinction of rich 
and poor : .ſo that thoſe gentlemen, who 
had promoted and approved the cruel 
treatment of Mr. Oliver, became now 
i fearful for themſelves as the moſt loyal 
perſon in the town could be. When 
irſt the town took this new turn, I was 
u hopes that they would have diſavowed 
Ul the riotous proceedings; that of the 
Wt night, as well as the laſt. But it is 
ouch thing, great pains are taken to 
rate the two riots: what was done 
zunſt Mr. Oliver is ſtill approved of, as 
ieceſſary declaration of their reſolution 
N to ſubmit to the Stamp- act; and 
even 
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even the cruel treatment of him and his 
family ĩs juſtified by its conſequences, the 
frightening him into a reſignation : and 
it has been publicly hinted, that if aline 
is not drawn between the firſt riot and 
the laſt, the Civil Power will not be ſup- 
ported by the principal people of the 
town, as it is aſſured it ſhall be now.— 
So that the preſent authority of the Go- 
verament 1s only exerciſed upon condi- 
tion, and with preſcribed limitations. 


mm 


NUMBER XIII. 


EXTRACT from NEws-PAPERS: 


| New-York, Nov. 4. 

HE late extraordinary and unpre- 

| cedented preparations in Fort 

| George, and the ſecuring the ſtamped 

paper in that garriſon, having great) 
alarmed and diſpleaſed the inhabitants a 

this city, a vaſt number of them aſem- 

2 bled laſt Friday evening in the Com- 
mons, from whence they marched dont 


the Fly, (preceded by à number ol 


lights 
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lights) and having ſtopped a few minutes 
at the coffee-houſe, proceeded to the fort 
malls; when they broke open the ſtable 
of the Lieutenant-governor, took out 
his coach, and, after carrying the ſame 
through the principal ſtreets of the city 
in triumph, marched to the Commons, 
where a gallows was erected, at one end 
of which was ſuſpended the effigy of the 
perſon whoſe property the coach was: 
in his right hand he held a ſtamped bill 
of lading, and on his breaſt was affixed 
a paper with the following inſcription, 
The Rebel Drummer in the Year 1765 ; at 
dis back was fixed a drum, the badge of 
lis profefſion ; at the other end of the 
plows hung the figure of the Devil, a 
proper companion for the other, as it is 
luppoſed it was entirely at his inſtigation 
te ated: after they had hung there a 
Wnlderable time, they carried the effi- 
pes with the gallows entire, being pre- 
ded by the coach, in a grand proceſ- 
i, to the gate of the fort, where is 
mained for ſome time; from whence 
Ws removed to the Bowling- green, 
Wer the muzales of the fort guns, 
8 where 
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here a bonfire was immediately made, 


and the Drummer, Devil, Coach, &c. 


were conſumed, amidſt the acclamations 
of ſome thouſands of ſpectators; and, 
we make no doubt, but the Licutenant- 
governor and his friends had the morti- 
fication of viewing the whole proceed- 
ing from the ramparts of the fort. But 
the buſineſs of the night not being yet 
concluded, the whole body proceeded 
with the greateſt decency and good or- 
der to. Vauxhall,, the houſe of major 
James, who, it was reported, was 4 
friend to the Stamp-act, and had been 
over officious in his duty, from whencg 
they took every individual article, to 
very conſiderable amount, and haying 
made another bonfire, the whole wi 
conſumed in the flames, to the great 6 
tisſaction of every perſon preſent; aft 
which they diſperſed, and every ma 
went to his reſpective habitation. Th 
whole affair was conducted with fuc 
decorum, that not the leaſt accidel 
Happened, 
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"NUMBER XIV. 


Philadelphia. In Aſſem3ly, Sept. 21, 1765. A.M. 
HE Houſe taking into conſidera- 
tion, that an act of parliament has 

lucy paſſed in England, for impoſing 
certain ſtamp- duties, and other duties, 
a his Majeſty's ſubjects in America, 
whereby they conceive ſome of their 
noſt eſſential and valuable rights as Bri- 
lh ſubjects to be deeply affected, think 
ta duty they owe to themſelves and 
heir poſterity, to come to the following 
elolutions, - viz. | 
Reſolved, nem. con. That the Aſſem- 
Nes of this Province have, from time 
düme, whenever requifitions have Leen 
nate by bis Majeſty for carrying en military 
in for the defence of America, moſt 
Mearfully and liberally contributed their 
MI proportion of men and money for 
Wile ſervices, 
Kelolved, nem. con. That whenever 
WMajeſty's ſervice ſhall, for the future, 
e eche aids of the inhabitants of 
WProvince, and they ſhall be called upon 


8 2 fer 
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fer that purpoſe, in a conſtitutional way, it 
will be their indiſpenſible duty, mo 
chearfully and liberally to grant to hit 
Majeſty their proportion of men an 
money, for 'the defence, ſecurity and 
other public ſervices of the Britiſh Ame 
rican Colonies. 

Reſolved, rem. con. That the inhabi 
tants of this Province are entitled to 
the liberties, rights, and privileges o 
bis Majeſty's ſubjects in Great-Britain o 
elſewhere; and that the conſtitution 0 
government in this Province is foundet 
on the natural rights of mankind, and 
the noble principles of Engliſh libert 
and therefore is, or ought to be, per 
fectly free. 

Keſolved, nem. con. That it is the in 
tereſt, birthright, and /indubitable pr 
vilege of every Britiſh ſubject, to © 
taxed only by his own conſent, or ti 
of his legal repreſentatives, in conjund 
tion with his Majeſty, or his ſubſtitute 

Reſolved, ucm. con. That the only 15498 
repreſentatives of the inhabitants of 4M 
Province are the perſons they annually eh 


10 ſerve as members of Aſſen'ly. r Bl 
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geſolved therefore, nem. con. That tbe 
lution of the prople of this Province, by 
in other perſons what cever than ſuch their 
wreſentatives in Aſſembly, is unconſtitu- 
ina, and ſubverſive of their moſi va. uable 
7 2 

Reſolved, nem. con. That the laying 
axes upon the inhabitants of this Pro- 
face in any other manner, being mant- 
ſh al ve ue of public liberty, muſt, of 
ceſſary conſequence, be utterly de- 
InGive of public happineſs. 

; Reſolved, nem. con. That the reſting 
n authority, in the Courts of Admiralty, 
þ decide, in ſuits relating to the Stamp 
Duties, and other matters, foreign to 
heir proper juriſdiction, is highly dan- 
p*r0us to the liberties of his Majeſty's 
american ſubjects, contrary to Magna 
Charta; the great charter and fountain 
cf Engliſh liberty, and deſtructive of 
we of their moſt darling and acknow- 
bleed rights, that of trials by juries. 

' Reſolved, nem. con. That it is the opi- 
Wn of this Houſe, that the reftraints, 
Tpoled by ſeveral late acts of parlia- 
nt, on the trade of this Province, at 

a time 
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a time when the people labour under an 
enormous debt, muſt, of neceſſity, be 
attended with the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences ; not only to this Province, but 
to the trade of our Mother Country, 
Reſolved, nem. con. That this Houſe 
think it their duty thus firmly to aſſert, 
with modeſly and decency, their inherent 
rights, that their poſterity may learn and 
know that it was not with their conſent 
and acquieſcence, that any taxes /tould be 
levied on them by any perſon, but their own 
repreſentatives ; and are deſirous, that 
theſe their reſolves ſhould remain on 
their Minutes, as a teſtimony of the zeal 
and ardent defire of the preſent Houle 
of Aſſembly, to preſerve their ineſtimable 
rights, which, as Engliſhmen, they hay 
poſſeſſed ever ſince this Province was 
ſettled, and to tranſmit them to theilt 


lateſt poſterity. 
| . 
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